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PREFACE. 



. A HE main arguments for the Belief of Christi- 
anity arc, doubtless, drawn from th^ pi-<^cci^ 
and miracles of Our Saviour. And* ;of-tJie$ft evir 
dences of the Christian Religion^ w0/hate been 
presented with several views, short and comprehenr 
sive, and adapted for popular use* The la^t, and 
confessedly the best, ctf the Publications to which 
I allude, is,. "The Summary" of tb?. Bishop of 
London; a beautiful little essay; where perspicu- 
ity and elegance of style and language are not less 
conspicuous, than sound argument and Christian 
piety. This *' Summary'* I should not venture to 
bring to my Reader's rccoUeftion ; much less 
should I presume to say, that the following Sketches 
are meant to be a sort of Appendix to the Bishop's 
Treatise, had I any other motive in publishing 
them, than the edification of the persons for whose 
use they are intended. 

Though the principal evidences of Christianity 
have been produced in every shape •, yet many of 
the subordinate proofe have not been sufficiently 
considered. Of these, a great variety are suggested 
^ • t -'• B to 



Digitized 



by Google 



ii PREFACE. 

to the rcflefting mind, by incidents in the Gospels, 
which have the appearance* of being nierefy loft'ti- 
itous. It is remarkable, that scarcely a personage 
occurs in the Evangelic Story, but seems to throw 
light, as if by accident, on our Saviour's Divinity. 
To point jttin5ti)>n.*tO'iupi sJt|iations and atti- 
tudes of charader, as may thus illustrate the per- 
son of our Divine' TeartlCT, is my wish and my 
design in the subsequent pages. And to fix tlpt 
attenti^n-to-i single sitiMi6n or attitude for ten* 
f»inut^;'^oafifetimeslive, Sometimes I^s, istequally 
roy wishiaAd nby -design, -The mind will* W flius 
engaged ^ithcftit being fatigued-, and at^bcrtyto 
dr<:(|> the sU%ft^w pursue it, independently of the 
Wrker. -' A^sblitary-hint may lead to the dfcvelope- 
^menf of frufh^.* and an atgomtnt, though' hbt 
wi^ttalt yet^apparebtJy new from *its porftwn, tnay 
-sW(^si? n^OilrL of. reasoning land fe&xioii highly 

...!*:..':. .'J Lni: ir.^r.i'r .r !;i:i" ^ ." ''^ . - 'J* ', • ''' 
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II^TRODUCTION. 



HILST we recollcft, that we are required to 
be always ready to give an answer tx) every m^ok 
who " asketh us a reason of the hope that is in us/^ 
we ought also to. remember, ihat this answer is to 
be given *' with meekness and with fear*/* The 
propriety, of ob?6rving the former part of the in* 
junftion is sufficicntlj^,,^vident : :but, if we lose 
sight of the latter, we may. be tempted, in our 
eflforts to satisfy enquiry, to exchange reasonisjg for 
casuistry, or plain argument ,For sophistical refine- 
ment. . ■ , .:.,., - , > ; ■ , ■ -- 

We nuy thus ;'* reason," if we please: but 
<* Jesys himself" will not *'draw. near/' nor wiH 
our " eyes be opened f." 

Jhe, present is an age of scepticism. In thi^ 
cpuntry, aye some open. Infidels: but there are 
sceptics without number. ' . , . 

With sceptics itis piu^h, t^ fa^hi9p, \^ lookixrtQ 
the Bible '.as they^lool^ into history in general, foe 
the sake of acquiring a knowledge of its prinpigal 
iiii^Tdeh^^^ and'chiaVafteif^^ : ai^ *dpc-, 

'' b2 trifles. 
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IV INTRODUCTION, 

trines. And their objeft, in this perusal, is, merely 
bIq. qualify t4i««»selves for scriptural discussionr-m 
colloquial discourse, and for interttiixing sacred 
subjefts with those levities and impurities which 
too commonly attend the circulation of the glass. 
This has become, ir^ore an<J .njore, the mode, since 
the publication of Paine's " Age of Reason ;" and, 
it now seems, that he who is not " always ready to 
" give an answer" to the question of his compani- 
ons, on Scriptural points, is regarded as extremely 
igtiorant, and even ill-bred *. Among subjefts of 
this sort^ I have observed, I think, a peculiar 
promptness in introducing characters. 

The view of historical personages is, undoubtedly, 
pleasing: but it is thfe familiar asped of Scriptural 
^harafters that, here,' recommends them to atten- 
tion. From the simplrcity, with which these 
Sacred Persons are delineated, they stem level to 
otir view: they* are brought home to common ap- 
prehension. Doftrines, in the mean time, are ab- 
struse, and often mysterious : it is mote easy, there- 
fore, to examine a charadter, than to discuss a dec- 
trine. Hence,, it happens, that charaftets are made 
the siibjefts^ of conversation, without the slightest 
tegard to deconim or propriety. It is with the 
utmost facility, that Our Saviour^s aftioi^ are 
tommented on; and that the Fishermen of G41ilee, 
are brought under review. — And the twelve A|pos- 

♦ This, is fo much the age of authors j thore are fo many 
writeh among people of fafhion, that an ignorance of literature 
feems no longer compatible with good ta^e^ing. 
. , ^ tics 



Digitized 



by Google 



mTiftbDucTioN; , v 

tles(if not twelve s c o undre l g , m' the language' of 
Voltafi^e), are treated' with so mtldh profaheness; as, 
t)n rtfteicion, must'sTioek even tfh^ conversers them- 
selves, and wourid^ the sensibility of alt.Vut philo- 
sophists. " . 

jbut, amidst these gaieties of tlie heart; the coii- 
VefsaiSori has, gefter^,'a tendency to seriousness. 
'K'itd ft' passes, by-irtsensible gfadatibns, from Hit 
ridiculous to l!he - arguiheiitatlve, 'Religion,/ m 
-ttttih, ii of iuch'a nature, as to iiripress almost 
^vcfrir'feBsbm, with" 4 ^etise of its .moment ousness. 
'And; hbweveri?he^ttiafa of this World may affe'iit.to. 
'tegatd^t 'historically or' philosophicdly, his Biblical 
researches, superficial as they inay be,, will al\^ays 
Create to him iineaslhess in {{roportion to his doubts 
^ojlwift leave on His' mixid a weight v^hich he wUl^en- 
deavour to throw off, by the communication of his 
sentiments to his convivial friends. 

Though, therefore. Scriptural characters may, 
firsit, be sported with capriciously or wantonly -, yet 
they will, afterwards, be frequently considered with 
a view to the mrf^wc^^ of Religion. And, in the 
. social circle, they will often Suggest arguments un- 
favourable to the cause ; falling, as they must, into 
the hands of persons who, at one moment, wish to 
scatter doubt in dissipation; at another, to relieve 
their minds, by communicating and sharing it with 
others. 

To persons of this description, I would introduce 

a few portraits from the Gospel-history : and if, by 

placing these portraits in peculiar attitudes, I 

'^'^^^^^ B3 shalf 
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vi INTftODUCriON. 

shall illustrate, to their satis&ptiop, the eyi^ncci 
of Chrisfj^ty;. perhaps, I may succeed ia con- 
verting their disposkion to examine, and their rea- 
diness to cite frpm Scripture, to a most important 
use. Whilst they shall be taught to search the 
Scripture,,, not frpm a momcntafy impulse, but 
frorn an impression of its mofe ^than historical dig^ 
nity, they will shudder at their ignorance in Iw^^ 
through tht^Bible ^ tl}C wo;Jc of .7,191^'s wisdom ?'* 
?ind, jwiiilst they sh^U " be, re^y[.^p z^^wcf\ Xh9^ 
who ask a " reason of their hope^jjVj " vifithL.mceJ^es? 
" and. with Gpclly /ear," thqy .^i^^^^nt tjjfejr, in- 
difference, *iHr:reaso;iing.a^ ^pf^fffp^iHt "Mve.no 

. ,Thu,s, .whilst they .'feJ^pn, jiiay^V/J?su? ;hims^ 
" djcaw near^ ^nd th^ir g}^^^.,be,|OpeA^''; to hi$ 
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tttUSTR:ATIQNS ''" 

SCR!iPTXJ]8LA,]L C^AR^.C^ 
^ ,; ,,^pMrTTiJEFpURQOSPEUV. ,. , .,; 

' AUGUSTUS CiESAR.^ - • - :^-* 

THOIJQH.tjhe exak ^/t^V of Our. Saviour's bnth 
be not settled among^ ecclesiastical, writers ; yet J^ 
frorn the concurrence of records, sacred and pfo- 
fane> it \yas a period of universal pe%ce ; whch' 
the decree from Augustus C«sar for enrolling '^ alf 
" the world" was put i^to execuHbiii and when 
H^rod the Great rei^ecj injudea. '*' ' *" 

" It came to gajss (says St. Lyk^) iiii'tlltfse'day^ 
'* tijat ther^ went out a'decreii froni C^sar AxlguJfJ 




* St. Lukeii. 1,2. 

B 4 an 
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« SCRIPTURAl- ILLUSTRATIONS. 

an event, which is thus stated by Suetonius : " Ja- 
■*^-nunT Quirinum semelalque itcram a conditft urbe 
."•menioriam ante suam clausum, in multo breviore 
" temporis spatio, ^crrk marique pace parti, ter 
" clusit *." . The tranquillity in whkh, Augustus 
thus composed the world continued twelve years. 

The general peace is »,very remarkable event. 
And its continuance for twelve years, Js a circum- 
staiice that! sefems almost miraculous-, when we 
consider the magnitude of the Roman empire, and 
its various parts — ^when we refleft on the different • 
dispositions, charafters, and interests, of almost " all 
" people, nations, and languages.'* But this unu 
.versal harmony, howeyer wonderful, was still to be 
ftxpefted at the birth of. him, who was emphati- 
cally stiled by the prophet, " The Prince of Peace." 
The .enrolmient,. ajrid the tijiie of the enrolment, 
scem''to;'haye''been order^ also, by a particular 
f>rpyi5ence^ " rierod, who'was now king, received 
tj'e revenues, and paid Augustus ah appointed, 
tribyte. ^Thfe enrolthent, therefore, was hot to.'COl- 
kijfc a'taxt it' was* tiierelyj to ascertain the strength 
oftheernpire\'''This'eiir6W^ taken 

pl^ce, tAyenty-sevisn years befbre; according tp the 
^gc;^amatioh^^f'Augusttis,m Tarragon, a City of 
Spwn •, " :buir was apparently prevented by political 
disastjers- ' k was, hovvever, predetermined by the 
Almightjf'^iil^d fixed to this very moment, in sub- 
servience to that grand event, the birfK of Christ- 

• Sueton. ii. 32. 

The 
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AUGUSTUS CiESAR. 9 

^^ejD/ace, where Oar ^Viour was born, is not 
le^ \f(«^rthy^ol>se!^atiori,tlito the criMs i3f his na- 
tivity^. ^^ Joseph ^(^r^tiJe^^^Evan^i^^^nt tap 
*' £rotti Galilei, out df the city rfNd2afeth"into 
" Judea, unto the city of David, wlikh is called 
" Bethlehemi tJecdUsevhe wi^ of the ^hotis^te and 
^Mine^e of David ; to be enrolled with Mary, 
** his espotised wife, 'being great with child; And 
^'-90 it was, that,] whife they were there, the days 
" were accomplished, that she should be delivered. 
*^ And she teought forth a son *.** On this plain 
statement of fafts, the obvious remark is^ that the 
bi#th of Christ in Bethlehem is solely attributable 
to the circumstance of the enrolment : haid not this 
political enquiry been so ordered, " the days when 
" Mary should be delivered," would probably have 
been " accomplished/' in the city of Nazareth. 

But the prophets foretold the place of the nati- 
vity, as well as its pacific conjun&ure. <j^ Had 
Cl^rist, then, been bom at Nazareth, or' in a time 
of war, how could the prophets have been fulfilled ? 

The subjeA seems farther to suggest, that had 
Our Sayiout been born at any other time and place, 
or rather, at the private house of his friends, the 
event would not have been publicly recorded^ It 
might have been related in the Sacred Scriptures; 
but have remained unconfirmed by Pagan testimo- 
nies. 

On reviewing the whole of this singular transac- 
tion, we cannot but observe Augustus Casar, an 

♦ St. Luke, ii. 4 — 7. 

uncon- 
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th« Prinee i>| :Pe»qerj»tP,tbie;WQrkii ,teiid$ttbie ge- 
neral. hmm>tty\ ia :dqt(5rnHiMiig tho ^Iftce of bis 
hxTth i in KOCMrcfiog Ms iiHi^ityt: aiyj ift' liObiifilttng 

,,,Thmttgh .Augustiw were accortipJwjhed; ihpsc 
pro^edciv/wbich.fQcetold -the. aanpiciotis season: of 
bhgf birth; <5£» Jesus ii:** T^'-> A?il:bic4t their swoirds 
*' ihto.jDJau^hatesi, JUKj^tbeirspoarSii^ta pmniag- 
*^ hooks': jRfttion , slmll' not; lift;. tip sword agwist 
^:iiartiont*^\^. ^•'Aa^rthpyi.^b^H bmld;hou«s and 
** inbabit^ihera i atid: t-hi^ ahaH: piatttlviiaeyacds, and 
*! ea,t th^,;fr«it of tbem.'* : '' TtiQ w<^lf and the 
"lamb shadl feed togpJh€r> ftU^L the lipa- shalKeat 
" ,^H?aw like the bull/^ckjf ' : " X^ey.fch^l nWtiunt, 
•* aor desiaroyji in all my 'holy m&nfttain.'f /' . 

Thro*?^. Augustus, aJspi ^v5a3.,ac;coflapli5ltcd the 
prcdictiori^wjyich pointed o^nt the very spot of the 
nativity : ^j But thou Bethlehena Ephratah, though 
*^ thou battle among the thoiisands of Jtudah;;yet 
fVoiit of theoi. shall He. conic fiMlli.tmt0.infl, that is 
** to'be. r^jler in IsraaW^-rTKhose. goings* forth have 
^ be^n fix)m. of old,, from; cneerfastfing ;{;.": • • 

^.•. ■ ' , ->•■ '• . ' >.'•...* f 

t Micah^ V. 2. 
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u THE'-IVISE M£M or tHE EAST. 

)me •great per- 
iue the nations 
il do^iinion. 
pearance about 
This expeda* 
Scriptures i the 
the following: 
Jacob J and a 
** sceptre shall arise out, of Israel : out of Jacob, 
** sliajl, cpm^.he, that shall have domimoa*." And 
^^ thou Bethlehem, though, thou be little a^nong 
" the thousai^s of Judah, yet out of thee, ^U 
*^come forth a ruler •f." But from these Scrip- 
tures, the JewS/ oawreived no other idea, than that 

It^'was.'an edrt^ly kingdom only,, which they ima^* 
giae^l^ WW[:*iooi^ed foi; i^e^OTkptioa ifi Jeruaa- 
*Akm, |f^ and. who ** tPiisted that i* had been He 
i^'WhoshbflM have redeemed IsraeJ§.** 
' in the ihean time, th^ lieathea were eq,ually pr^ 
jppssessed with th^ notipp, that, at t]ui c<»y ujadure, 

t St. Luke, xL 38. i St. Lake> xziv^ ^. 

The 
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12 SCRIPTURAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 

The Cumasan Sybil prediAed the Advent of such 
a p o teiTtale: and, -ryfaitst poet^ caught inspiration' 
from the oracle, historians recorded it. The Pollio 
of Virgil, is the Messiah of the Prophet : and the 
Conqueror /ronji Judeay^as marked ip /the ;pagcs of 
Suetonius and Tacitus, is but the same glorious 
person whom Haggai styles " th^ desire qf all im- 
•^ tions *.'^' Suetbnius tells us : "' Percrebuerat ori- 
** cnte totd vetus et constans opinio^ ^sse in ^atis, ut 
*' eo tempore Judea profefti reriifti* pbtirentur^f/* 
Tacitus repeats almost the words of Suetonius^: 
** Pluribus (says he)'per^uasio inerat, antiquis sacer- 
** dotum Uteris contineri, eo ipso tiempbre' fore, lit 
•* valesceret oriens, profeftique Judea rerum potj- 
^^renturj-'* ' * 

• It is very remarkable, that these historians,' ii^- 
istead of rejedling this prophecy as iinprbbable',, qi; 
ridiculing it as a mere popular absurdity, united ift 
applying it to the Roman Emperor TiimselfT Kqt 

♦ Haggai, ii. 7. i t SuetoKitftt-i. * - 

X Tacit. Annal. 1. 21. According to^OB)^pi]{(diepiiiieif^ 
motive wMch induced the*Jews to undertake tbe yar against the 
Romans, was the above prophecy: viz. that ^' in those days a 
** person should con^ out of j<idea, who diould have the dom- 
«' mand of the whole woxld.*' This predi£lk>n €b^ Jtytrsaf^ed 
to their own nation. Ap|d <^ the error (says "the Jewish bistO- 
** rian,) prevailed even among ^men of superior j^nk 5 wkilsti 
'« in fad, the prophecy'related to Vespasian, whq/when in Judea, 
•« became an Empcrori" Here, the eitor is, undoubtedly, the 
historianls.l Yet there Was. one conknoii ml^kfei, in applying 
the prophecy to a temporal ruler, when it ought to have been 
referred to the great Sf^rHtual Deliverer of tbe world. See Jo- 
seph, lib. 7. c. 31.: 1 .J y ''^ ' ''" ' ' 

^ \ :: thing 
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THfi WISE MEN OF THE EAST. 13 

^^ing^can be more extraordinary/ than^.that the 
most polished of the Roman people, shoukl have 
thus turned their atjWntion to so obscure a corner 
of the world as Judea, arid have so far credited the 
predi^ftion, as to distort its meaning by an unhatu- 
ral effort, and force it into the service of Vespasian, 
This, undoubtedly proves, that the prophecy had 
made a deep impression on their minds. 

We have to notice, then, not only the high anti- 
guity of the prophecy, and the universality of its 
acceptation, but its great weight' or author iiy with 
all — whether to the east or to the west \^ wliether 
Jews or Gentiles, Barbarians or Romans,- the unlet- 
tered mirititude, or the historian and the poet. Not 
only the Jews believed it, from generation to gene- 
ration, but the whole east had adopted.it, a$ true, 
had transmitted it from age to agq, and were now 
awaiting its accomplishment with ^nxious expefta- 
tion. And its momentousness as ^ an . opinion of 
^, the East,'* was such, as to excite a lively interest 
in the minds pf the. peopfe crfRome. 

From these premises, w6 may be prepared for one 
of the most singular events in history ; I mean the 
progress pf the Eastern Ss^es, from their country to 
tlje land of Judea, in search of the new-born Prince. 

Had not the Roman historians described the be- 
lief of the prophecy, as existing from ancient times, 
and still prevailing overall the East, we might read 
with increasing wond^, St. Luke- s narrative of the 
Wise Mens. and a sceptic might doubt its authen* 
, ^ ticity. 
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1 4 SCRIPTURAL ILLUSTRAWOKS. 

titity. -But thdwoliistorians throw a sinortg light 
oathe EvattgelUt. .•':?'•; ' ::,q 

According to St. Matthtew: **wh4rt Jwtls Was 
^' born in Bethlehem of Jtidea; in. the days of He* 
" rod the king, there came Wise Men from the £ast 
** to Jerusalem-— saying. Where is -He,- that is born 
** king oFtheJewfe? fof vfl&l^ve secft his star in the 
" East, and are come td trorshi|:) hiffl. When He* 
** rod the king heard these things, he was- troubied, 
** and all Jerusalem with him. And when hfe ga-^ 
** tbered all the Chief Priests and Scribes of the 
•* people, together,^ he demanded of them wheris 
•*. Christ should be born. ^And they feaid unto him, 
*' Ih Bethlehem of Judea : for thus it Is written of 
*' the prophet :* And thou feethlehem in flic land 
•'..of Judea, art not the least amohg- the princes of 
^ Judea-i BtMiOUt of thee shall come a governor, who 
** shall' rule my people Istufeh' Thfen H^rcJdi' when 
*^ he had privily called* the Wifee Meii, eri^ired ot 
^* th^m diligently what time the^ ^tar- aj^p^ared: 
« And he sent them to Bothlehem, and-Siid t-G*i> 
••^andsearch diligeittlf for the young cliiWj and 
^•jwhen ye^havc fOwnd-hirnvbri^g-^Af^ word again, 
^ that I may come krid;rWbfthip hlffl also. When 
**'they had heard ihd^%lftgi they departefct^ii' Attd 
*? Jo, th* star which tfife^ 'skvr4« the Eist wfetit fee- 
« fort then*, till it cattfcaftd stood 'QVe^ Wliere the 
^* y<Axbg child was. Wkeri they sat^ thfel star ^hfey 
^"i-ejoicedwitb ekc^cfing ^ea« j<3>y, AndfWhieA 
-^•rtlilfy: wtire cotee into thetootisbrtlKy Vaw the 
**'yinlng child with Mary his mother, and fell down 

« and 
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** aftd iVorthippfedihimv «tid When Ihfey fead opehetJ 
** their t^^asur^s, they'pftfi^tfed uhta him ;gifts--^ 
** gold, &nd "frMkincensev^and 'myrrh ; and* being 
**'warned.6£ God, in a dream,' tfrat they should not 
•^return. to Herod, they depailtfcd intto' their own 
** country another way."* ' "'/ "" 

That the Eastern sages aftually left theit country 
in pursjuit of this UnkriOiwtf ]^rBoh, we pVesUme to 
be more thlaiii probable, when 'We' consider rt in 
connexion with the heithen records of the jpro- 
phecy>, ind, admitting' tlris to be a faiS:; Wfe regard 
the rest of St. Mat the w^s 'narrative a^ equally true. 

But 'hdtv this prophecy should* have first pre- 
vailed i^Oi thi^ east, ahd /i^ it could have made so 
deep and feo lasting an ktiprcssitjh there, hav^e spread 
through the Roman Empire, and even feve been 
ijeceiv-ed as worthy credit by' thfe tiiost enlightened 
minds; or, ^y the ^eat Potentate descwbeti 
ihobid come from Jud^A ih-^fticyar; or shofild 
arise at the peribd expeftetf, aftd at *no other ; these 
dte questions which, re&soning from' tlie' ordinary 
course of things, we '^houSibS''i4tterlyinci|)ibIe of 
Teso^Dg;^ StiU more unac^ountdble^n tBe ground 
of cotttmoii-expepience (though'lhfe fafts ai^eequally 
fldoMSsible) are tht progress of the Eastern sages to 
Judea, theconiitcmation of Herod and hi^ court, 
and all Jerusalem, mierely fix)m the report bf a few 
strangers; and, particularly^ the homage 6f the sages 
*o a poor unconscious babe of Bethicliem'. Ani- 

:, :;•.;,; ;** St. Matthew, 11. 1^12.' ..; :.: ;- ■ 

. .r. .. mated 
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16 SCRIPTURAL JtMSTRATIONS. 

mated by the idea of a Vt^i^rable propheCy.j f^^i^. on 
the very ,pojr\t5)f its .caiiipletion, deeming jthem-' 
selves the heralds of its^accomplishn^ent to an ex- 
pecSling wc^rld^ elatqd with the hope of paying their 
adoration to a pyince,/; whose ex temai. splendour 
would speak his designation;, we can irBagine them, 
^ter their long and wearisome journey through the 
sands of the desart^ arrived at the ripietropolis of 
Judca .(where, if any where, they were likely^o suc- 
ceed in their pursuit) and there e^erly enquiring 
for the new-born " King of the* Jewsi;** and, we may 
observe them inspired with a new cpftfidence as they 
perceived the alarm of Herod and bi^ court, since 
they might well conclude from this circumstance, 
that the expectation of the Jews coincided with 
their own. 

But is it possible to conceive thenj at the very 
moment of their highest mental elevation^ entering 
a mean cottage in the, town of Bethlehem; and as 
soon as they espied a poor infant in the arms of his 
mother, falling down and worshipping .that infant, 
and presenting to him gifts — gold and/rankincense 
and myrrh— -offerings, which indicated, amoh^ the 
oriental nations, a mighty prince;, a y universal mo* 
narch ? No, surely. Such conduft b inconceivr 
able, on the ground of hun>an prijbability. 

Yet these, we may be assured, were facts; The 
progress, of the magi,Wjas in ;the^&ce i)f the world. 
It was directed from Arabia to Judca* by the im- 
pulse of the prophecy : it was directed from Jeru- 
salem to Bethlehem by the Jewish priests and 

scribes, 
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scribes, and eyea by Herod himself— ^l py^r-awed 
by a qiysterious sense of soipe wonderful nativity. 

Vye must adnut, then^ the prepress from the 
]gl*3^, to bp a^ tpj^ as th& belief erf" tU« prophecy ; fot 
the one, w^p h^ve the wthppty <rf tbQ.b^t i»for»ed 
hialorta?^ } fojr tb? q*hf r^, of |be evangelist. 
^ l^uit^i ia acc9iw4wg ^ j^hdf I iit WQ»ld bt vaia to 
9 OAiw^lt <>w tn^m^WiO : we «ust Jiftw m:wx%si to 
H p^^icql^r <HKU9»fw^ and iirtf rp«H*ion of Prpvi- 
d^cen,4#d (b^ subject ^jim wdl wortiby c)f ft^DiYtnity. 
X^iPri^ej, wKQs^ 4%tildty was thu& expected pxy\ 
}^e^i w:^ ^ 9er^09 ini whom the world was inters 
f rt«J i ift whwa Prt oriy the Jews but the teatibcn 
w«re,in<»rpsted, fetf b^^ad their utmodt conCep-' 
tiwsof earthly prof pwity gr pwideyr. It, thcre'- 
facei^ became ithe Providaoco of God to dispose the 
vi^versal mindi ibr the adrent of this iUustrixius 
pfesctf^agie %, who wa^ to be ^^ flight tQ lighten the 
" Gentiles, and the glory of his peopblsRicl !" And 
\t. ^^tuaUy becan^ thp Providence of God to intro- 
^iV%tbe infant prinoe to the' Jews and to the Ocn« 
tUo^ u^d^r evtry appeamnQe of earthly huoiility, 
and to lay p(oatratQ Jxuman pomp, and vanity, be# 
fore him, wbpse '^ king^m was not of this world !'* 
But X^^, w^ a mn^ m both. • Such a univefsal 
«XPQC;t^tk>&,'Such a lively curiosity^^aad such trem* 
bUng appcehensic^,^ could never have been excited 
fff )^pt ttmJcC), ?but through God's ^special in- 
^MWice i nor^ i£ii did exist, could the sagacity of 
the eastern philosophers, though pointing to Jeru- 
salem, and cvert^itot Bethlehem; have discovered 
I>»rN' c " the 
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IS SCRIPTURAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 

^* the King of the Jews'* under the form of a poor 
suckling; in a cottage. It is probable, had they 
been jguidcd by their own sagacity only, that, re- 
pelled by the mean appearance of t^e child, they 
tirould have abruptly Ijsft him, and exclaimed — 
" Can any good come out of Bethlehem?^ Per- 
haps they were astrologers, and were accustomed to 
calculate nativities from the observation of the stars; 
and, as astrologers, they might have looked for some 
appearance in the heaveiis, coincident with the 
prophetic moment. Yet what they saw was super- 
natural. They saw a new light in the East) but 
they soon lost sight of it. From Arabia they went 
to Jerusalem ; from Jerusalem they were proceeding 
to Bethlehem y '^ and lo, the star, which they saw iii 
^f the East, we^t befobte them, till it came 
^* AND STOOP avER WHERE the young child was.- 
^* When they saw the star, they rejoiced with ex* 
" caeding great joy.- '* 

From this instant, their hop^s and their feelings 
were no longer human : the phenoipenon, whatever 
it was, was miraculous*, and it marked the Mes- 
siah !— -the Redeemer ofMankindi 

It has been insinuated tb^t the Eastern philoso- 
phers, though they might have made obeisance be- 
fore the infant Je$u8, were as yet as ignorant of the 
Divine person .whom they worshipped, as were the 
priests and even Herofi himself^ whp directed them 
to Pethlehem. What end, therefore, it is a^ed^ 

FouW 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE WISE MEN OF THE EAST: ' 19 

ctnxidr this blind : worship rhave answerecf;' eithef to 
tfacmsoives or to the world ? -^ rr ^% 

•I, conceive,! may, with f)ropriety; object to this 
assumption^of<feLe question— ^that ^ the philosophy* 
wer^'ignorant oi the: person ^hom ^tln^y worshippcjd." 
Their embassy was^ indisputably, from God, Whi^t^ 
cjver the star might have be^n, whether aa appear* 
ancejvisible to themselves alone, or conspicuous , to 
^jfstiU- the phenortenQn was miraculous; it was 11 
guide from heaven. Chalcidius, -jb^ Platonist, in 
4A§[<5Q«imentary -on Tim^us, thus observes : "Est 
^S quoque alia sanctior et vcnerabilior historia, qu» 
" pcrhibet ortu stellae cujusdam non morbos mortes- 
,ff> que -dcimilciataiis^ ^d descensiinvDei venerabilis ad 
**'hlmi&il2ecohketvdtiGinis, rerumque mortalium gra-^ 
" tiam : quam /St'elkm cumnocturno itinere inspex- 
" issent Chaldaorum profecto sapientes viri, et con- 
. " sideratione rerum^celestium satis ^xercitati, qu^?- 
*> sisse dicuntur rccentem ortum Dei, repertaque ilia 
*" majestate pueriH v^neratos esse, et vota Deo tantd 
*' convenientiae nuncupasse/'* 

.. . ; . '^- .'That 

; ^» This glar could not have been one of , the fees^yenly (nb$, tut 
must have been some new and extraordinary appearance, in 4ift 
air,^. I4 was d^Rlgtied t9 slieiv. the pbce^V^Jirist'st »»Uyitx 5 '^"<* 
.it a6lua% did point out tlje p^ac^ Avhjchno regular star or pl^et 
, cop Id have do^e. It rooved also at intex vab ; and it jnovqd from 
n9rt}^.to3eulh^fcy ' . - , • . f..., 

,:g9xne Iea|:ne4me9,4%reii)re^.arepf oplnioin thab this sfar^ 
like phenomenon might have b^en that glorious light \y\^icjtk 
shone upon the shepherds of Bethlehem, when the angei came to 
<;^ymunicatc to them the tidings of our Saviour's birth^— an ex- 

c 2 cecdingi/ 
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20 SCRIPTUBAL ILLOSTRAUCB^S. 

That these philosophers were afterwards iDstruct** 
ed in their route, by a diviw commumcatumf and 
that they implicitly followed this instnicticm, we 
are expresdy informed by the Etangelist.* 

Why, then, are we to presume, that these East- 
em S^es remained unettlightened by divine truth? 
Bbth themselves and their e^ntrymen, to whom 
they, doubtless, announced the birth oif Jesus, 
tnight have reaped essential advantages from their 
heavenly embassy. 

i8ut the success of their joumty* correspondmg 
with the expectation ef the whole eastern and west^ 

ceedingly great Ught~'' the Glory of tiie LonL'* Suck a ligMi 
at 4HtaBce (s«y they) might have 9fij99^ like a 8|<ar*-migh| 
haye really taken that form—might have drawn the wise men 
from Arabia to Judea-^and might have gone before them in the 
aif, from: Jei-usalem t» 3ethtchem> gradually descending, and 
at length steading oyer the very ho«se/whei» lay theiafeit Jesus, 

In this c2afiM the 9tar which Uie y^his men laflr^nmst bare ap- 
lieared to them on the very day when Christ was bomj for on 
that day or nigh^, according ^o St. IL^ke^ the light shone about 
the shepherds. 

The wise men> therefore, must have travelled from their own 
country, to Bethlehem, much more expeditiously, than we can 
tt«sonably iinagiiie^--aik>ii*iDg due credit to thfs swiftness df their 
dromedaries. 

' At Al) efeatSj 1 thoiiH conceive, that the light was sapermh- 
(tira)) but can see no reason, why it should have been tltat idem 
tleal Hgh)f which was exhibited to the shepherds. The Deity 
could with as muph casp, haye produced a new light, fbr the 
acjcojnpli^hment of his purpose, as have employed that which 
tras exhibited to the shepherds. 

f St. Matt. ii. 12, 

em 
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THE WISE MEK OP THE EAST. 21 

ern world, and thus marking the completion of a 
long established prophecy, was an event of such 
general notoriety, that, whatever was its final cause, 
we must necessarily consider it as an historic &ct. 
The whole world were spectators of it: and St. 
Matthew has related it, (with AU.that simplicity 
which, arising from a consciousness of truths seems 
assured of being credited. 
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JOHN THE BATTrtST. * "''' 



LT is not my intention to enter, at large, into the 
character of John the Baptist* I shall only observe, 
that he was, generally, received by the Jews, as a 
prophet ; that he was so received, without any no- 
tion of his connexion with our Saviour; and that, 
from his popularity, he might have opposed his 
pretensions to those of Christ, with every prospect 
of success, had he not been really connected with 
our Saviour, in the manner represented in the Scrip- 
tures. 

The Jewish historians describe John as a prophet : 
and Josephus, in particular, bears witness to his 
public ministry, and his singular character and ex- 

^^/^ traordinary success as a Baptist. This historian, 
\ V indexed, speaks of John in terms of high veneration ; 
y informs us that the people followed him with every 

^■"^ mark of love and reverence ; that the King became 
jealous of his reputation ; and that, in the public 
opinion, the blood of John provoked the wrath of 
heaven, and occasioned the destruction of Herod's 
army.* 

* Joseph. Antiqu,i. 18# c. 7. 
^^Ol ^ • ^ This 
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This account . fexactiy; 4 Words with^' tbiit ^ Of ;th? 
Gospcds. /. H^rodiiwilskut up John in pirisoav yel 
permitted his disciple^; t^ converse /witlr hint, a^itd 
a long wUijJe forbore jfep, pijift him tOt de^tht ^ through 
fear of the people, aivi from some degree.of personal 
respect for the prophet j; and resigned - him, at last, 
with sorro^y, to the malice of H^rodjia?.* . . , * 

That John was deemed a prpph6t, uncorinected 
with Christ, is sufficiently ckar from the mention of 
his disciples ^ill faithful tf^^ ; their. ma<5ter, , and vi* 
siting him inpri$on:,M^hji^;C|irist was; exercising Ary 
ministry in its ,full lextcM-Hfrom the . J)r«fcrence of 
John's austerities to^ tl^^m^re aff^btle jipanners' of 
our Saviour-^T-and froifl tifet^Jews, yfhoi. tgnqrant as . 
they, w^e ^of Christ,; h^^^rfCeived the baptism of 
John..^-, . . . , ■; i« r,rj:irh! •. , . .: ,' ' 

It appears, then, ftor&.the, JeWiak hiatoriana and 
from the Scriptures, that John was extremely po- 
pular among the Jews in it isl prophetic character, 
and that he had gained a number of proselytes who 
had no view to the Messiah. 

From these circumstances, we may fairly con- 
clude, that, had he not recognized his relative si- 
tuation with our Saviour ; had he not known him- 
self to be the forerunner of Christ, and Christ to 
be the Son of God 5 he would not have submitted 
his own pretensions to our Saviour, but have set 
up his claim to independence, a formidable rival. 

♦ Matth. xiv. 5. Mark vi. 20. 

f Matt. is. 14. xi. 2. A^s ty'iiu 24. %ix, 2. 

. /: c 4 But 
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^ SCRIPTOHAL JUStt^TfcAttONS. 

Stit he liiJd^m<$od) fBll WelP, his ceBh^&idh'With 
Christ. Ittvas with ddtp hoitiWity^ that h^ d^'* 
elated: ** Ife youtselvcs feeat me witness, that 1 
" said, 1 4th not the Christ, but that I am sent be* 
^* fore him.** « He must increase, but 1 must ^de- 
" crease. Hfe that ccMtt^h from above, is abbVe 
*^all: He, that is of the earth, is e^tttWy, ahd 
** speaketfe of the carth^: Mb thkt com«h frdm hea- 
**v^jfe«bove alL AM Wtiart he hath SWn and 
'J'hdafd, that he t^ifirthj and ht) man ifeceiveth 
his testimony. Ite, that h&t* tisceited 16s testt- 
>^moiiy^lmthljettdhis5C^^h^^iSodisiti:itti.' Fbr 
^^ he whom Ood lath SeUti sfJiakefh thfe*r<5rdi of 
^* God. ,Thfe fithur lovtA the Soni^iand%«h given 
^^ aUl thil9gs^it#to hife hahd« He ttult bdiel^tH oh 
*' the Son, hath everlasting life: And heih((t be- 
t^*:iicveth Jibt)tfaeSdp,:4battwdtJ«lif(^*^^^^ . 
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. His -umimc to ihe ft^d messengei^ whom |abii 
sOTt iwtb |erusateni> sftyingiu" Art Acto^We <4ttit 
f*.Ao%i]d<bme^ 'Or teok^we ifor jaftotheVf!*^ 4$ very 
jremkifcobfe* *^ Oo^ your way (ftaj^4$e) Md ifeH 
'^ Jt)hn wint things ye iiovi sasn aticl (beard, him 
^' thftt jthe blirid lee, the kmr wa&v 'the Itpm aaot 
'^<A»amed» ^e deaf bear, thedead ate r^u^dy t«^ 
"the Poor* the Gospel is preached.^^t 

* It was to At poor and the bumble in sj^Uk, that fht Ges^l 
was preached with every prospeft of success. Thqy were pre- 
pared for evangelical truth, -and willing tb receive It. 

1 (fee no teaibn; towcver/fot rqtaitig Ae lltcfHit Tftfeaftiifg of 
tbfe woc^ Our ^Saviaur ft&kitkA the boA^^i^n df^tb^c 
In low situations^ to that of the stiribes antd'tkphariffcei. (He 
was the instrudor of the unatfededly Ignorant— of those who 
knew little, and who pretended not to knowledge. Such persons 
were chiefly men of low condition. To their capacities he 
adapted his simple^ intelligible dodrines, in contradistindion 
with the vain traditions of the pharisees> and the allegorical in- 
terpretations of the Rabbis. 
. t St. Luke vli. 20. 22. 

The 
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26 SCRIPTURAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 

The miracles to which he here tefei^, are placed 
upon a footing with his preachings the Gospel to the 
poor« The one had the same charitable aspect as 
the other* And, so fully engaged was our Saviour 
by his benevolent feelings for mankind, that even 
here, where he is questioned respecting his own 
pretensions, he is scarcely able to detach his mira-^ 
cles from the circumstances of charity which invest 
them, or survey thj^m in thcJ pure light of ^th^ir di- 
vinity; though,, to make out his proper claim to 
the character he assumed, it was niitural to apply 
the glory of them to himself. An impostcar would 
have given a very different answer:, otirfSaviour*s 
was Ihe spontaneous iifiiisiosn c^ a nfiore than human 
xnind impressed with infinite benevolence and love, 
and too familiar with omnipotence to be struck by 
the greatness of a miracle, or elated by the wonders 
that he performed among men. The stupendous 
appearance of a miraculous deed, as adding dignity 
to himself, would have been a more obvious idea to 
a mere earthly being, than the beautiful efFcfts of 
it, as contributing to the happiness of others. On 
the former, he would have enlarged -, endeavouring 
to guard against the suspicion of imposture: the 
latter he wquM have left unnoticed* 



Digitized 



THE 



by Google 



27: 



I' ■■ .. 



=U7^ 






.XaMQNG the iqcideatal proofs -of our Saviour's 

cjivinitjr, ^ I Have always , nuiufcprpd those, .familiar 

'^(p^pi;es5iQA» wtuch argue his pjcrfcft intimacy, witli 

He3sV,e%ai^d^its.J4b , 

^ , . .Xbe^iit^ cbiljiren tbat are.hrox;|gh^t.uptO;Cty;i§t^ 

afford a pleasing illustration of thisrema^k*, "' J^ 

" sus called a little child •, and set him in the midst 

^t<rf, his disciples, and sajd:. Verily, I say^ui^tjoyon, 

-5f e»cept ye.be cfitovcrtcd, and bjecOTi© as little, diii- 

».4f dren, y^ shirii not enter intothe Icingdom of HeA- 

'** veti. Whomever, therefore;' shall hiimble hinis^ff 

^,**'as this little child, tlie saine is tlie greatbt in |t*he 

** kingdom of Heaven.-^'-r^*' Tak^,Jieed:that.ye.d^ 

" spiscnot one of these little ones-, for I say unto 

" you, that in Heaven their angels do always behold 

" the face of my Father which is in Heaven." * 

In these passages, particularly the last,-f* our 

* Saviour's 

* Matt, xviiL. 1, 2, — 10. It is said, that Ignatius (Bifhop of ^ >sj 
Antioch) was the little child whom Jesus set in the midst of his ""T^ 
disciples. 

t. According to St, Jerome^ each of these lUtk (mes has, from 
■ r^'.Ii , . • his 
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28 SCRIPTURAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Saviour's personal acquaintance with Heaven is 
strikingly displayed. 

Here, (as cVcry wlicrc cbe) our Lord speaks of the' 
kingdom of Heaven, of his Father, and of the 
angels, in the same style of familiarity in which we 
speak of our home; in the same affedbionate terms, 
in which we iiotice ^>ur domestic endearments. 

Of such, too, he speaks, as of things which are 
self^^evident, which arc no subjects for doul?t br 
disputation. He never attempts to prove the fejt- 
istence oflfct'invisfMe worM oritslfthibhantsj Wt, 
m spottitancous language, as locca^ons otfeir, anifi fcrj' 
a candid, open, and impressive mantier, tSat rarrics 
xonviction to the mind, discovers his aicqtraiirtancc 
with them iB. ' 

UstSiHli, "tfn vtigel ^t)eg^td^ to pteserrtMm, tttitl'gtiaWHiini 
AattL iojttiy. In Ibe qrinion y>( odseBTi itte* idea iof toftlktty tui^ 
Kels, iAdivkkaiU^ fmtchmg o^er their ow^ ^lleukur ^i^Mi) Itts 
BO foundation in scriptisre. Yet the angels in I^ea^en arp " ini« 
** nistering Spltits** to the^Saints. ** Thcj go in apd oat, before 
^« (be gtory »f the Holy Due ^ andcXWiUte' hi^ cmnftdaiid^ ^iih 
utaptdt teifae ii^HEibkiarts^o^ tbe ^fth, x . . 
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ZACCHEUS- 

Jl HE interview between Jesus and Zacchcus* is 
described in the nineteenth chj^ter of St. Lyke. 

With respect to the station and character of 
Zaccheus^ it appears, that he was the chief among 
the publicans or reyenile^ofiicers, and that he was 
«tremely rich. 

The publicans were, under the Roman govern- 
mentj the instruments of gieat oppression, and 
extremely obxjuoxious to the Jewish people: and 
Zaccheuft was not only a chief publican, but had 
dccumnlated wealthy probably by acts, of tyranny 
md peculation. 

This man» as our Saviom passed througjb Jericho, 
sought " to see Jesus, who be wa3/' The first im- 
pulse by which he was govcmedi waj, probably, no 
othpr than curiosity, But it was an ardent curiosity. 
Jornot being able to sec our Saviour ** for the 
•• press, bcc^ius^ he was little of stature -, he ran be- 
^* fore^ and cljmbed up into a sycamore-tree, to see 
" him; for he was to pass that way. And, when 
^ Jesus caiQC ta the pifce, he |oo^d up and saw 

hirn. 
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30 SCRIPTURAL HXUSTRATIONS.- 

" him, and said unto him, Zaccheus ! make haste, 
" arid come down : For, to-day, I must abide at 
*' thy house.'* 

'This is an astonishing incident. That our Sa- 
viour should distinguish by peculiar marks of favor, 
a person who was far gone in wickedness, — that he 
should thus honour, in the face of a vast crowd of 
people, a charader frowi^ Which they all revolted 
with antipathy, a man no less despised for the in- 
significj^nce of his figure, than abhorred for his ini- 
quitous exactions^ is, upon human principles, a 
condudt most anomalous: Wbutd * any \ earthly 
teacher have thus exposed himself to the wrath of 
the multitude;' and to the Apparent caprice of k 
moment have sacrificed all his popiilarity.^' At the 
instance of our Lord, Zaccheus ** nikde' haste, and 
*• came down, arid received himJoyMlly.' i&id w^en 
" they saw it, they all milrmurfed, saying, that he wis 
•* gone to be a guest with a man that Was a sinnerl 
** And Zaccheus stood and said unto the Lord : B^ 
«* hold. Lord, the^haif-of my goods I'give to thb 
*' ppor : And, if I have taken any thirig from ^any 
'^ many by false acctisation, I restore him fourfold. 
** And Jesus said unto him; This day is salvaHdn 
** come to this house, fdrsomuch as he,' alsOj is a son 
*•' of Abraham. For tKe Son of m^ri is cpnie; to seefe 
" and to save that Which "was lost.** ' *'"' * ^ * 
If Zaccheus was aaually a 'sirihef'.aS.l'have re- 
presented , himi and" as iV'sIiould appear,' from our 
Savipur^s declaration pit 'he '^^"^^^^ to seek 

** arid to save th'aVwKicK was losVj'Tiis joy fuV recep- 
tion 
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THE GREEKS, DESIRING TO SEE JESUS. 

Jl ROM that fondness for novelty which was cha- 
yacteristic of their countrymen, it is conceived, that 
the Greeks who desired to see Jesus were prompt- 
ed by mere curiosity. They are described, how- 
ever, as ^' worshippers at the feast** — the worship- 
pers of the true God, the Creator of heaven and 
earth: we may, therefore, fairly attribute their 
wish to see our Saviour to a nobler motive. They 
** believed in God:" And, if their belief were 
founded in just principles, it was natural^ that tliey 
should ** believe, also, in Christ.'* Yes ! I main- 
tain, that it was natural^ in spite of modem the- 
ism, which would annihilate a Providence, and, 
every way, disconnect the Creator from his creatures. 
If they were at all acquainted with the perfections 
of the Deity, and sensible erf* the insufficiency oi 
humtan nature; if they had any notion of the re- 
lative connection between man and his Maker, they 
must, of necessity, have perceived their luiworthi- 
ness in approaching God. They must have been 
conscious of infirmities that craved assistance ; of 
1 |. ignorance, 
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THE GftEEKS, DESIRING tO SEE JESUS. a^ 

igftorance, that required instructicin. - In this case, 
how natutal was it to form the idea of some Being 
able and ready id ihler^se Between them* and their 
God-, of soiYie one, equally^ powerful and benevo- 
lent, who riiigh't strengthen their weakness, and 
tescue' them from error. 

That the heathen were actually impressed with 
such a conviction c^f their comparative imbecility, 
is indisputably clear, from their dracles, divinations, 
and auguries; by which al6ne tliey presumed to 
communicate with the Deity, or expected to derive 
sofri^ rays of information, amidst a World of dark- 
ness. 

The wise and amiable Socrates, whb had a deeper 
insight into human nature, than any of the heathen, 
suspected th^t man, so noble and yet' so mean, so 
great in his conceptions yet so little in his exertions, 
was Very, far from what he originally was, when he 
became an inhabitant of thef eart^i. ' I^rOnl/hls In- 
ternal feelings, from an intimate jcnowledge of him- 
self and others, 'if not from the 'propitiatory sacri; >/^ 
fice, he was sensible^! tljat some great incident must 
liave happened to cfetach and alienate the creature 
from the Creator. . And He was hence assured that 
a divine guide, a spiritual instructor, a mecliator, 
was yet wanting^ to point out the path of rectitude 
to erripg mortals j' to enlighten their minds, arid to 
reconcile them to tjiemselvfs ^nd to their God. 
And^he even, eherlshed the hppe/tHat, at some tinije 
OX other, such a\ ]p'eEson4ge woufdl Jconae Into the 
w.A<J.'" "■■" '- -'•■'•''■"" ■■•••■ ■■ ^ 

D It 
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It was not a v^|u^ Of ipcjistinft jde» of the pro-; 
bability of a divine revelatiou tlat Spcrates ent^^-. 
tained. He seems to have bad z, jclear proipeft of 
a messen^r from Heaven who, shoyjd dissipate t;l^e 
cloudy of .erj-Qr> of a more than nftortal being-T.(it 
should almost seem) of the Divinity himself.,,,. His 
perception of the main office of the Messiah,, of 
" the anointed of the Lord to preach the Qpspel^" 
seems to syrp^ss that, of human intelligence. In 
V'.the Alcibiadcs th^ second" of Plato, Socrate? is 
iatroduced describing to his pupil, " a Person 
*^ whoshowji^^ some time or o^her,.come into the 
"world, and remove the darkness that hun^ 
"over our faculties, and .^each us our duty towarcis 
"God and towards men." Alclbiades enquires: 
",When will that time come? And who is that 
" person, who shall thus instruct mankind ?'* " It 
"is Me (says Socrates) w/ip now takes care ofi/ou: 
" and His concern for you. is wonderful." Alci- 
biades declares, that he is f* ready to wait for that 
'* time,** and expresses his." hope, that yet a little 
" while, and. that time will' come. '^ 

From these general observa-tlons,. we pass, to 9. 
particular notice of the incident of ^* t'he*Greeks at 
'*^ Jerusalem." Our Saviour had jijist made nis 
entry into Jerusalem, at thetime of tfle Jewish pass- 
over (a season exaftly appropriate and peculiarly fa- 
vourable to lijs^ manifestation of himself, both to 
the Jews and tQ the Gentiles)'-,, the multitude had 
hailed his cofning with ^ hbsahhas, and the phariisees 
'had exclaimed iriVnvy,"'BelioId,'^ the world Is^one 

'^ift'^'r 
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THE GREEKS, BESIRl J«S TO SfBE JESUS. 35 

"after him!" When ** ceitaitt Gfeek* who came 
" up td worship at the feast,*' desired Philip to in- 
troduce them to Jesus, ** Philip 'cometh, and telletH 
V Andrew; aad again/ Andrew and Philip told 
** Jesus." . . 

c Who'these Gre^s were,^ wHaf refigion they pro- 
fessed ,*f orfhow they -became acquainted with Phi- 
lip, I shall not attempt^ to conjecture. Let us ad*- 
vert to our Saviour's answer, which is very remark* 
able. *' The hoxjh is coMfi^ that the Son of man 
•^should bt glorified v*^ should be glorified by the 
faith of the Gentiles. - ** If ariy man serve me, let 
•• him follow me; and v^here I am, there shall, 
*• also, my servant be." ** Now is the judgment 
^* of this world : noW shall the Ptince of this world 
** be cast out," Now shall Satanv whom the world 
worshippeth under the various torrfis of Polytheism, 
be expelled from his idolatrous temples. " Yet a 
** LITTI.B WHILE is th^ light with yo\i : Walk, 
" whilst ye have the light, lest darkness come 
** upo(i yoti." In a subsequent conversation with 

* Orotiasisof opiluoa, that these Greeks wi^ SyrophenU 
cians,,5crhap§ 4wQjIing ia the neighb^r^i^ of Tj^repr.SicUui; 
and thus might easily have heen acqtjaiqted with the Galileans, 
(froiibi^ the commercial intercourse of these places with Galilee) 
and consequently, with Fhflip of Betfisaida, whom they desire<d 
fa introduce tkera to our ^tiour. 

t Dr* Hanunond dfidka^ that these Grtfeks were proselytes eff 
the gate s at least who Vor^ipped t^ Go^ of the Jews* as th^ 
Creator of Heaven and earth; such as were Cornelius and the 
treasurer of Queen Cands(ce. 

B 3 his 
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bis disciples J our -SajrlouB saeysR ^ J will come agaiff, 
V:,^f\d reKj^ife you !W/i>ysdf,' that;. where I Urn,* ye 
;f:may be, also/' '\I Am^^eWay, the truths 

T-ANP fftE ]JLrlFEA;iNO .MAJW;. 'COMETH TO TH^ 

" Father, but by me."* '' -,..t -» 

.,.Tivsincjf^^n|Tof.5f,jth^ ttf JcmialeriiiV is 

b?«ptifoWy9iitt^t»(ted bythccihp^ passage ih I4at6l 
hittk ^% rfic ^qjeiafwtfij QTjrtthwnthe prophittifc ^i^ 
^fl^tiOft c*Qf : i5<«a»be^,- Jias bec'ii;.notid&d bjot hcoA 
tea^s,n«Ir^c^fi9*ri tpt- <X)QSi4ef it as. sugg6sted:b3r 
Ihat sense .of Juiri^rj^iciepravitgl^nd weakfiesfa.iarhich 
f Ch^ristiAn :miA5|: .necess^lily fed,:before the taa ifly 
for succour tc^xhqgre^t {Restorer of our fallen ii^^ 
ture ^ a sense; so'stfong as te/.peiidfjr thC; pbilc»sp^cr 
pJirjtiQ^t C3i;taip..<?f:p9cii ajRestocef^ fib<).ut t^ :*''ima- 
f * mifest IjiimseU. ia thq: fl e sh,". yet 'fcvcn then si» i^ 
RiXuAL^v .dPREispKi" to tjic h^oobk aj}Lil:..thc 

; • ; If/the pTf e^Lg wlip 'w^r^^tbu^: afi^^iou^ t Or approidi 
ft«€$3,viqur^fe^;bj€fl 9f>|ivj^r§a|it with P^a|o^..tbe;^ 
fSight^ h^v^^1f?«?goms4 :^b^ ' PWine JBersQft wli^ 
should come into the world, and teach mankind, 

'•-i^ii ArrTf)r 'to? abs.^»yi? 3«lj»Jtf«te:i5i<a«aif|iM.^* ' ^If . they? ) hftd 

mked with* AlcSbiadesi' *^ nbtiw v^ftarxi o xpovJ? 0076?,*^; 
^ rl^o'^xidm)^' ItlYeV'm&lif Have cried out,- wuh'' d;^ 
yThilosopher, " QrV/irTi»^^^^«;.rtf«fi»,<rJ^/, ^fia,hajy;Q rq?: 
membered the hope of the diecipie*^ tba/t tlie^teUD 
Would comt^^^ti^ilyjstKfy/*- Y^lith6y am thie. Worlds 
^nK>sn' df' thV Sati(^r fiirfj^elfJ ' '^«^^^ir A&«J* '^/i' 



• St. John, xillli. "^ ^ 
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<fistipI:<fsrof-wMcJi-SdcHittt'seW*^TfevfeconceiVey» 

losoiiHef-'Hais^^ «i^^l. "4 ^i"Ji2Un, ■■^ ^^, -;Vr, ,^ 
"•Me; ofrty-t«a'f cafetfi'-fdv^bii >- sd s^dthe^H^iis^d 

ptTu f»-Miir'.fi vfuif," says St. Pet^r,*"" 

« Yet a little vrhih'.'^¥^„'u''^i^^,v;' (says Alci- 
biades) « and I hope that light of which you speak, 
" will come to enlighten me," « y^t a little 
" while," «' ,„ iMMy>, xfm,," (says our Saviour) "is the 
« light with you. While ye have the light, believe 
" m the light, that ye may be the children of 
"light." 

It is a very striking circumstance, that both So- 
crates and Christ, for the consolation of their re- 
spective disciples, speak not only of the bodily but 
the me«//a/ presence and providence, of Him who 
was « the way, the truth, and the life;" and that 
owing to the rapid transition from the idea of body 
to that of spirit, they speak with the sam^ degree 
of obscurity: So that the disciples, neither of Christ 
nor of Socrates, conceive at once the meaning of 
the terms. " 

At all events, the conversation between the phi- 
^■r,~- ■* 1 Eprsf. V. 7. 

^ "^ losopher 



Digitized 



byGbogle 



Ipsopher and his ^iaqpl^ as.repartad.by PUto, must 
be allowed to fyrnish a very plcajsing iUu^t^s^tipn of 
the Sacred Text ^l^ich describes^ our Savjopr CQming. 
to Jerusalem, and the Jews and the QentUes^hja^ipg, 
his approach* And, whilst the, Jews exclairoe4 V 
** Offlof f#^y ffiBuf vm% JlUmiQv,roy^^ff^ni^"f " Thjs is.Hc . 
**^that was spoken of by ,E^^ias tl)e prophet!" — 
Well might the Greeks 4uve^pr|c4v; "j'r^^.^fV ^ i^^^ 
" VW9 3[;#Kc^ tpn. <wAw?k>fr!"' . ",:Xhis is He, ^hat w^? 
^^pok^n <rf by Socrates the pbiJlQ^opher T* 



i>.StMgtt.4kV»-r:v/ 
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THE. BUYERS AND: SELLERS IN THE 
t ,-. ; XEMPLE,. , 

'Ifi the simple language of the Evangelist, we ar^ 
liiiorhied, that, as ^* thcf JfeWs pas^over was at hand; 
^ Jkus went up to Jerusalem ; and found in the 
'^^ Teniple those that sold oxen and sheep, and 
"doves, and the changers of money sitting: andi 
"^^ when he had made a scourge of small cords, he 
^* drt)ve' tlifeni all out of the Temple,' and the sheep 
^ and the oxeii, and poured out the diangeft' nio- 
^^ iiey^^and overthrew the tables; and said unto them 
^*''that' sold' doves, ^' Take the^ things hence: 
•* make not my father's house an house of mer- 
" chandize/ And his disciples remembered that 
^' it was written, * The zeal 6f thine house hath 
^* eaten me up."* / ..i . . 

■ ^Though we do hot rank this trankaion among 
our Saviour's aftual miracles, yet we think 'it so far 
out of the common course of things, as to throw 
light on his Divinity. 

* St. John.ii. 13—17. 
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40 SCRIPTURAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 

The traders had erefted their seats and stalls in 
the courts of the Temple; and were selling their 
oxen, sheep, and doves, for the sacrifices of the 
passover, under the authority of Jhe priests and 
rulers of the Jews. Unconscious, therefore, of any 
profanation of the Temple, or any degree of irregu- 
larity, it is extraordinary, that they should all have 
given way to the violence of an intruder; that they 
should even have Add, SntimiKlatea By jsl\ sfiinger, 
and suffered him, withoi>t reiktance, to ** pour out 
** the changers money, and overthrow the tables. '* 
^. Th^ strongest of ^Jl human, jnotiyes^^ is ^tM^ff 
interest. And, where this principle of a^ion xaecXf 
the saiidion of the laws, and even that of our qwb 
(Conscience, there are fe^y. ^punt^ailing motiyef to 
qhppl^.its pper^^tion, i. . , ,;. ■ ' > r - ' ^ 
, rThe merchants were jiya th^ very aft of gratifying 
tb^ir loverpl^ain^ v^e^j;i,o^r Savjour entered the 
pre^pinds of the Ten^plc, Andl, jhat, ia the ppinioa 
of his disciples, he had exposed hinjself fo ^jreat 
danger, J? evident from |;heir . recolle^ion of a tpt 
in the P^s^lmist ^s, appU^We to their Lord ; " Th« 
" zeal of their iiouse hath eaten rag up." , .... 
,: Qur concl:^siop is, that th^ traders were aU^rj^ck 
with terror, at the wonderful energy of our SajViourls 
powers and^that they fled from ^hcj presence pf ^ 
Peing«iore:thai).hunian. * , .. 
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chirafter and epn^u(9L,x)f Jpdas I^cariqt 
furnishj I fljiink, a most'-convmcing proof of our 
Say;our*6 blaineless.life and qohytrsation.. , , ' 
Jf we yic>v Jesus in. the ^eirclg of his pwn icarpe- 
diate followers, 'if we mark him, in. hi? retired r^Or 
mentis .we, shall see Judas a spy- upon his adtions, 
a minute, observer of ^H Uip dispoursps. 

li a svppositioia, indeed, that Ji;idas Iscariot 
was our Saviours undisguised adherent, till the venr 
periodi,^ ^neji, seduce^^ Jby gain, he deserted hi^ 
Lord ; he . would, nevertlieless, had he been able* 
h^ve brought some sjDtecific accusation , against the 
person AyhomJie bQtjjByed., 

. Cojjlld,hft have recojleifted ^ny inconsistencies, or 
improprieties^n.a single'^ftion or discourse of Jesii?, 

he wouldr doubtless, have communicated them^to 

->,;j J", j:-jiV^\' h ..'t r/vV '^^ V ' • 11-''' f- 
phnst s accusers, were it^oniy to palliate his oyvs\ 

b^haviouK' by giving an asbeft ofiustice to his 

jtreachery. , , . ,^ 

Tempted ana bribed by those dazzling lures 

which so ^tcn drawjpaen intQxpcfihtion, he was 

unable 
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42 SCRIPTURAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 

unable to furnish the enemies of Christ with the 
slightest matter of accusation. All he could do 
was^ sim ply, to de l iver up his Lord to £ersecution. 
AndjTno sooner had he thus infamously afted, than, 
penetrated by remorse of conscience, he returned 
the price of his iniquity, publickly confessed his 
crime in having betrayed the innocent blood, and 
put an end to bis own tifet in dfespatr. 

Had he previously represented our Saviour, as 
guilty of the most trivial offence, they who heard 
his recai^tatidn,^ ^vould^'fiilve ^^pbraideif him witii 
I^alpable inconsistency. "But whdt Wistfieir^nsWer? 
" I have sitihed (said Jbdasj) in that f hate bfetra^ed 
** the innocent blbod!*^ 'And they'^dd: •^ What 
*• IS that to us?^ 'See thou'tb that/' "' ^ ^ ' 
• Sh Matthew thus^ procei^dd with the narration at 
this transaftion: "And jfadas t^^st down the pierces 
** O^^S^ilv^rih the temple^* Wd departed, and went 
" ahd^lianigeB himself. And the. chief priests took 
'" t^e silver pieces and §ai^, * Tt is.nof lawfurfor t6 
"put them into the treasury, because it is tlie price 
" of blood/ And they took counsel,' and bought 
" with them the Potter's Fielcl, to b'yry strangers 
*^ihl, /IVherefore, that fie^d was called. ^ The 
*'"Field of Blood,' unto fti^ day.'*>\' Erom this 
account, St. Luke has somewhat varied, ia th? 
Aits of the Apostles.-f '''Nowthis m^n purchased 
*• a field with the reward 'of his iniquity; and fall^ 
^* ing headlong, heburst,aspn(^.er,in the^midst, ^nd 

all 
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«' aH his ^bfewek-giiaedjinjit/:: And' it ^^ ^Y^(i 
V ui)tO\^:$bft:<isjrdiers.':3Ed aJWiSalemj-tfts^ttiucW 
** as that field is called iqcdieir-piropa' tOngtifei Atel-^ 
^'.d^a, that-is- t^$ay,ctbe KieMxrf^iab*^^* -l^r. \ 

•fhat the hfetory of. thq whole trawsttftfei^fe^frae^- 
We^^H^^d n$>t;dt)iibt^ boniAl^^^m^itmi^^iiS iht 
Qffctin^sfc^ctek^i Tb i3c6u^its;4|D*deedy tli^ d^^ivce 
<^St, Mfl^bqv;jmd:Sl. iltdorl Tr8latiV6^l& t^Wdklk" 
of Jpd^.^ie teust siippase,ithat th^ tli^at Ki^d 
himtelfvoa-fidme farce Bt tthf ^nnk of li fvi^i^x^ 
and thai:, l;hd branch farcodcuig^iie M hgKdkmgi 
and ^dished* .himself 'tapibce^y msonrneh'tbat hit 
boiivds ga^>edout« - , 

Nothing, however, can more satisfa<^orily authen- 
ticate the story, than the mention of the Potter^s 
Field, as purchased with the money for. which Judas 
betrayed his master. This is a public appeal to a 
public transaftion. 

If Judas, then, who was a companion of our Sa- 
viour, who joined him daily in social converse, and 
might have marked his discourses more narrowly 
from a jealous attention to his communication with 
the favoured disciple; if Judas could not call to 
memory one idle word that dropped from our bless- 
ed master^s tongue, at those seasons, when the 
heart is more than usually expanded, and the judg- 
ment less watchful over its warm and rapid effu- 
tions ; when even the most perfeft . men are con- 
scious of having uttered many things which arc 
imfit for the public, and would shrink from the test 
©f emjuiry*, if such were the case, we may well 

believe, 
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his^Jh»nop!y.0li the ifnisdtop; h:^ / >:i :.: ii JL.ii e:: -' 

And, *1virir ircspeSnifa orfte.iaakyhs^iof'i^r^mdr 

t&e :9aitiqtob8erv»tionla«fitt pifa^fe eq^Mlj^ ^fiJt?^ ^For 

^<ltt^y[ i^^^lisivfa both,in;wofd:ai»4 3d«e^bit)iifj 
§a^i^5jr*h^eforQ,iWds pirfort tiwftQamceuioAhd,idii 

¥!?? 9St5Pip9§tPt in W^t^msito: tfaeifMbsdidisWp/: 
If no impostor, therefore, he was .tbo jFioii Bk^sBTiacbwH! 

^ * .i::'M o.ir'^> fs fi::'^rn i.-ffl !n'^l ^yi' t^ Ofii '*^'UJ 

\;<'0'rifa /:^.':, c' :.; ;j.- :.; ?:''! I . ."!j::ii t^/ .' ]•(*- r^ 
o: iir) jo/i b?. :-. ..' •.)\ tf ^'.-M. :•■> L^>l' . ". ^d^ 

: T] irj'l / ,:.iu : .: u '* 1j. « •• / '^ a*\"/:.. n ^> 

•'-■rr :■; f no J, •:;:/j v'' : ' :• ' ^ '* *>"^vr ■!' -•»' >j1 

• ■' ' '-:'•' -r^'n t .f.:.:. -"iiw:^ 1^ -J .3 
:!::)':: ..^•*.' ! ' -: blL/i 'v ! ,-. - / ii'i.i "r •..;;:.'! v. -a' 
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F,we.a|QCoq3paoy^ our hlessfid.$aYlaur^. wheiij be* 
trayed into the hands of his enemies, to the palace 
of the High-Priest, we shall there contemplate his 
charadter in the mfy&tmtecm&f% foint of view; as 
his innocence will appear to gain lustre from male- 
volence. 

*' The chief priests and elders, and all the coun- 
" cil (says St. Matthew*) sought false witness 
'* against Jesus, to put him to death, but found 
" none. Yea, though many false witnesses came, 
" yet found they none. At the last, came two 
^ false witnesses^ and said : This fellow said, * I 
" am able to destroy the temple of God, and to 
" build it in three days." 

It is worthy of observation, that the words which 
these false witnesses here misrepresent, were spoken 
by our Saviour full three years before: In these, 
or in similar expressions, he predidted the resurrec- 
tion of his body. 



• St. Matthew, xxri. 59. 
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46 SCRIPTURAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 

This awful prediftion, then, is made the subjcft 
of accusation against Christ, And that nothing 
which he said or did, within a less space of ^me, 
could be produced or found in evidence'l^inst" 
him, with any appearance of truth, or colour of 
probability, must impress us with the idea of per-* 
feftion beyond the reach of humanity. 

When he asserted himself to be the Son^ <Jf God, 
his judges cried, that he had spoken blasphemy i 
Well might the Evangelist retort the charge up0ft 
his Judges-,' " because Ut Wai tfelSbtitjiPQ^^!^^* 
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HE life of St. Peter must, be reviewed by/ th^ 
sincere Christian with emotions of pain and plea- 
sure, . His ajffeftipnate disposition, his' quick sen; 
sibility, the precipitate expression of his feelings, 
hjs.wapm, attachment to virtue, y^t l^is irresoluj^ion 
int the hour of danger, the fervour of his faith, and 
the errors of iiis pradice^ afe features qf ")]i3 cha- 
rader^ in the cq^templation of which, we are often 
delig^x,ted and as often grieved.,,- Frequently hurried 
frofn the right path, by theJmpetuosity,of his pasi- 
sions, „he feltthje deepest compunction- whenever! ^ 
he offended: Immediately as his conscience smofp 
him, bis honest iieart - acknowledged the' offence*: . 

-and lije. cpnfe^^s^ |iis sin with sorrow and contrition. 
On every emergency, .his Jj^eal for his Lord is dis- 

,cpven^ble) ^zeal^, that sometimes transported hiip 
into straoge excesses^ 

We see St. Peter in many strikio§ attitudes. Vyie 
perceive his courage and his cowardice, his l^eavenly 

.faitb\aaci\his ^uman imbecility, his'Cbristian hqlj- 
njess and u(orldp[y-piindedfiess, his spiritual aspiratioi»s 

•a^d 9arA^,d«ska> al^rnatdy preva^Ur^g. ,, .,, »> 

c : • But, 



Digitized 



by Google 



4S SCRIPTURAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 

But, perhaps, we observe him in no attitude more 
striking, than where he is attending on his master 
at, the palace of the Higli-Pnest; especially as he, 
there, brings us to a nearer view of our Saviour's 
divine nature } as (in an instance that seems to 
have been little regarded) he taomentarily lifts the 
veil that hid from mortal eyes one of the attributes 
of the Deity. 

It is to this point, that I would wish to fix at- 
tention, r shall Wave, therefore, *dl pbs^etvation on 
the rarJous passions that Agitated' St. Pet^r, at this 
momentous crisis; consideririg only his' relative si* 
tuation with our Saviour. 

According to St. Matthew, Peter followed Jesus 
afar' off' to the high-priestV palace, z,nd' weni lUy ahd 
sat with the sertants^io'it^Hkiz'^xidi. 

During our Savioiir's exattiiiiatioh, ' Peter Wa^ 

^^ sitting without in 'the palace. ^And a ^<IamseI 

** came unto liim, saying, Tt'hotr, al^b, Vak with 

•* Jesus of Galilee. Bpt he klenied before them all, 

'** saying, T know ;not what thou' sayest'' AviA^ 

•^ when lie was gone oiit'intb the porcJi^ another 

'••maid Saw hiin, and said unt6 thenfr that were 

•^ there,' This "fellow was alio with Jestis 6f Naza- 

'••"reth. Arid* again he denied vvith'^afe t)athv I do 

*• not know the man. And, after a while, came 

•* unto him they 'that stood 'by, anrf Said to Peter, 

•* Surely thou,' also, art^ 6ttb of^them*; for thy speech 

•• betrayeth thee. * ^T¥i(&h^be]gto he to ciurse and^o 

•• swear, saying, I kiiow nBt the man. ' And imnte- 

•• diately the ' cock cfti^.'^'Ahd Peter -rimcmbferfed 

•* the 
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** the woM of Jesus, which' said unto him, Before 
*^ the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And 
•^ he went out, and wept bitterly." * 

In St. Mark, " Peter followed Jesus afar of ^ 
** even into the palace of the High-Priest : ^f And 
** he sat with the servants^ and warmed himself at 
*' the fire.*' And again, as our Saviour stood be- 
fore the high-priest, *' Peter was beneath in the 
^^ palace: and there cometh one of the maids of 
" the high-priest. And when she saw Peter warm- 
"ing himself, she looked upon him ^rtd said, ' And 
" thou, also, wast with Jesus of l^fazareth.' But 
" he denied, saying, I know not, neither understand 
" I what thou sayest. And he went out into the 
** porch; and the cock crew. And a maid saw 
** him again, and began to say to them that stood 
** by. This is one of them. And he dehied it again. 
« And a little after, they that stood by, said again 
*' to Peter, Surely thou art one of them : For thou 
«* art a Galilean, and thy speech ' agreeth thereto. 
" But he began to curse and to swear, saying, I 
" know not this man of whom ye speak. And the 
" second time the cock crew. And Peter called to . 
, " mind the word thtit Jesus said unto him. Before 
** the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. 
^' And when he thought thereon he wept.*' % 

The parallel passage in St. Luke, is as follows : 
** Then brought they Jesus into the high-priest's 

♦ St. Matt. xxvi. 69^75. t St. Mark xiv. 54. 

X St. Mark xi?. 66-.;2. 

s " house. 
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^* house. And Peter followed jq/<2r off. And when 
" they had kindle^ a fire in the midst, of the ^(lU^ 
" Peter sat down among them. But a ce^taip ro^id 
^* beheld -him a? he sat by the fire, ai)d .§ arnpsstly 
" looked upon him and said, * This p^an w^s also 
•^ with him/ And.he denied him, sayir^g,^^ Woiji^ir, 
" I know-h^ not.* And, ^ter a little while, ^po- 
" ther saw him, and ^d, * Thou art also of them/ 
" And Peter said, * IVJan^, I ^m not.' And, akqwt 
" the space of one hour after, another con^deqtly 
" ^ffirme^., saying, * Of a truth, this fellow ^Iso 
** was. with him: Jpor he is a Galilean. And pQtjer 
** saidj * Mw^ I Jl^now not wl?at thou say>e&t.' 4^^ 
" immediately, r^/u*^ he y^et sfaj^^^ th^pcqgljq ^rpw-. 
"And THE Lp^D TURNED, and LoaicED upon 
" Peter. A^ndrPg^er r^m^nji-bereidj the \^<>rd of the 
*' Lord, how; he had said unto hwn, * ftefbre the 
*< cock crow,:t^^oa;L shalt deny me thrive* An^ Pe- 
V. ter ^yent out,- and wept bifterl^r," * ' 

Accorjdjng to St. Joha, /' Simon Petpr fgllfw^d 
f^ Jesus,, and 59. c^fi another discipjej whp wei^t in 
*^ with Jesus. But Y^X.tx stooi ^' ^h^, d^9f witfyptik 
" Then that othei; disciple spSj^e untc^^r tl]^t l^ept 
" the door, and brought in Peter, 'ifliea.s^t^ the 
" damsel. that Ifejpt the dopr unto Pe^r,^^ * Art not 
" thpu ako^one of this man's djsi:;iples ?' 1^^ saitb, 
•* I am not.' And the servants and o^icers stood 
*' there, who hajd.ma^e a firf of coals s |oft it was 
*^cold: and they warmed themselves: An4 Peter 

" stood 
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** Stood with them, and warmed himself. The 

" high-priest then asked Jesus of his disciples and 

" his doftrine. Jesus answered him, ^ I spake 

" openly to the world : I ever taught in the syna- 

*' gogue, and in the temple whither the Jews always 

" resort ; and in secret, have I said nothing, W|iy 

. ** askest thou me ? Ask them which heard me what 

, " 1 have said unto them : behold, they know what 

** I said/ And when he had thus spoken, . one of 

*• the officers which stood by, struck Jesus with 

*^ the palm of his hand, saying, / Answerest thou 

*' the high-priest so?* Jesus answered him, ^ If I 

*' have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if 

*' well, why smitest thou me?' Now Annas had 

*^ sent him bound unto Caiphas the high-priest. 

" And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. 

** They said, therefore^ unto him, * Art not thou, 

" also, one of his disciples? he denied it, and said, 

" I am not. One of the servants of the high -priest, 

*' being his kinsman, whose ear I^eter cut off, saith, 

" Did not I see thee in the garden with him?' Pe- 

*' ter then denied again : and immediately the cock 

J* crew.*'* 

The Evangelists, we perceive, differ, in regard to 
some trivial circumstances ; but, with resped to 
others which should seem, at the first glance, to be 
equally unimportant, they exadly agree. They 
unite in representing St. Peter as at a distance from 
our Saviour, and as engaged in accidental conversa^ 

♦ St John xviii. 15'--27. 

E 2 tions 
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tions with several persons j and Jesus, at the saine 
vistanfy before the high -priest, examined with aspe- 
rity, answering the high-priest's question respefting 
his pretensions, insulted, . buffeted and srnitten. 
Though St. Peter seems to have shifted his situa- 
tion from one part of the palace to another, (or 
rather from the porch to the middle of the ball, 
where he sat among the servants) yet he certainly 
kept at a considerable distance from our Saviour; 
which, indeed,, he would naturally do, in order, if 
possible, to preclude the suspicion of his being 
connefted with Christ, and, when suspefted and 
accused of that connexion, of rendering the charge 
less probable. Besides, we can scarcely conceive, 
that St. Peter could have had the audacity and ef- 
frontery, to declare, th^t * he knew not the man,' 
and to follow up his assertion with oaths and exe- 
crations, whilst he was sensibly, within the hearing 
t>{ his Lord and master. Yet Peter must have been 
within sight of Jesus, at the third* abjuration i For 
then *' the Lord turned and looked upon 
"Peter." 

Here we see our Saviour, though involved in a 
business that would suiEciently occupy " the heart 
*^ and soul and strength" of any human being, yet, ^ 
k\\ along,. attentive to St. Peter, "for the most part 
not within hearing of our Lord in his human cha- 
radter, and sometimes not W'ithin sight, and mark- 
ing the very moment when .his prediction of the 
threefold abjuration was fulfilled, with a look, the 
expressiveness of which no imagination can conceive, 

and 
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-and the effect of which no language can describe ! 
Even admitting, that during the whole process of 
the examination, St. Peter stood verj' near out Sa- 
viour, and in that position thrice denied him; we 
c^n hardly reflect, without astonishment, on that 
presence of ftiind, that mental grandeur, that sere- 
nity and versatility, which, at such an hour of cruel 
persecution, could pay a becbming regard to two 
objects at the kame ihstanf, and advert to either, 
'as occaMon required! Could a mere man have ex- 
claimed," in answer to his menacing judge, to a 
judge whom he saw thirsting for his blood, and re^ 
solved on his destruction; '^ Heteafter shall ye see 
'•* the Son of man sitting on the right-hand of 
** power, and coming in the clouds * of heaven !'* 
Could a mere man have Uttered an apostrophe so 
awefully sublime, at the moment, when he heard 
his 'once affectionate friend, his once zealous disci- 
ple, abjuring him with oaths and curses.? Would 
a frail mortal, who had avowed himself to be the 
Christ, the Son of God, conscious of his hypocrisy, 
sensible of his blasphemies (for in this case he must 
have been a hypocrite and a blasphemer) : woujd 
a child of the dust have stood before the high-priest 
composed and dignified, for so long a period as is 
stated by the Evangelist ; have calmly observed the 
murderous rancour of his judges; have meekly, yet 
not timidly, submitted to mockery and blows, as 
they spat in his face and smote him with the palms 

. , * Et. Matt. xxvi. 64. 
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of their hands ; have attended, in the meantime, 
to the faithlessness of a follower deemed beyond 
example honest — a faithlessness epough to rend a 
humi^n heart asunder — apd, thep, to close up all, 
have turned round, and looked. on that apostate 
friend ; could an earthly criminal,- at the very crisis 
of condemnation and desertion, have supported his 
_$imul4ted character, and concealed his guilty terr 
rors, his confusion of soul, under the masques of 
intrepidity, patience, innoccnoe? Impossible. No 
mortal could have ihtfs stvod before his iudge ; no 
mortaj could have thus looked on his disciple! 

We are thrilled, with fear and gladness ajt the por- 
trait : " With treipbling we rejoice" at the glance 
of an omnipotent Deity! Hpw various, then, how 
piercing and how deep, must have been St, Peter^s 
feelings, at that look, which, instantaneously, de- 
dared the PROPHET, apci discovered th^ GQD! 
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THE WEEPING FEMALES. 



An the twenty-third chapter of St. Luke, we have 
thisremaTkable passage : ** Arid there followed him 
" a great company of people, and of women, whiph 
*^ also bewailed and lamented him. . But Jesus, 
^' turning unto them, said. Daughters of Jerusalem^ 
"Weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and 
'^ for youi- chil*dreri. For, bdhold, the days' are 
.** coming, in the vyhich they shall say, ' Blessed are 
** the baxren, and the wombs that never bare, and 
•" the^aps' which never gave siuck.' Then shall 
*Vthey begin to say to the mountains, * Fall on us j* 
** and to the hills, * Cover us." * 

On such- an occasion, the words of a Saviouf 
must hav^ deeply sunk into thft fdmald heart,f at 

all 

♦ St. Luke xxiii. 27—30. 

t The very different manner in which the female sex are 
treated in the sacred writings from that in which we sec them, 
in profane history, is well worthy our observation. 

It was Christianity that exalted woman to her proper station. 
Pajg^ism hath congurred with Mahometanism, in regarding fe- 

£ 4 males 
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all times ready to vibrate. to the touch of sensibility, 
and peculiarly susceptible of religious impressions. 

As Christ proceeds to foretell the fate of Jerusa- 
lem, in description appropriated to his female au-r 
ditors, he retains the authority of the Prophet 
amidst the ignominy of the cross, and unites with 
condescension and compassion, the dignity of his 
office, 

males as subservient merely to our interests and our pleasures. 
But the Christian religion considers them as pur companiqis 
and friends; as our partners in the comforts of Ilfe> and the soft- 
eners! of our distresses^ as partakers of the, same promises, and 
heiresses of the same immortality. 

In the instance before us, our Saviour addresses the women 
that sympathized with him, in his sufferings, in terras of the 
most affediouatc regard. How very d fFcrent was the behaviour 
of Socrates, when in prison and condemned ^o die, even to his 
own wife — of Socrates, whose wisdom hid targht him to be 
humble, patient, gentle! — '* His wife Xantippe (says Plato) was 
" sitting beside him, with one of his children in her arm5, 'ic 
•' wailing and lamMting him,'-r^2i& women generally do on such 
'^ occasions 3^ (and as the daughters of Jerusalem bewailed and 
lamented our f^aviour.) "Socrates! (said his wife) this is thp 
'• last time your friends shall see you!* On which Socrates, 
" turning to Crito, said: * Crito, pray send this woman home.* 
'' Accordingly, Crito's attendants carried off Xantippe, who beat 
" her face^ and cried bitterly.** — See Plato's Phedon. 
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THE PENITENT THIEF. 

If we iook to our blessed Saviour upon .the crosSt 
we must necessarily perceive rays of his divinity, 
unless " our eyes be blinded, that we cannot sec." 

The Penitent Thief was evidently a believer ia 
Christ; and was impressed with the true notion of 
our Saviour's spiritual kingdom. And Jesus upon 
the cross, when the mask of his hypocrisy (if it ever 
.existed) must have dropped off, still spoke in lan- 
guage familiar to Omnipotence : " Dost thou not 
** fear God (said the thief to his brother offender) 
*' seeing thou art in the same condemnation ? And 
" we, indeed, justly; for we receive the due reward 
** of our deeds : But this man hath done nothing 
** amiss. Lord, remember me, when thou comest 
?* into thy kingdom." And Jesus said unto him : 
^* Verily I say unto thee, to-day shalt thou be with 
•* me in Paradise." Whilst the malefadtor displays 
charity towards his companion, piety towards God, 
the deepest humiliation on a prospect of his sins, 
and the strongest faith in Christ, whom, perhaps, 
until that solemn hour, he had never known or 

seen. 
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seen, the Redeemer of the world arrests with eager- 
ness his last and dying monients, for the exhibi- 
tion of infinite mercy, " not willing that any 
•' should perish; but that all should come to re- 
^' pentance." 

We observe, then, that even at the approach of 
death, our Saviour appears a more than human be- 
ing, whilst, he pardons the penitent thief, who took 
refuge in the Redeemer's merits.. Thus, in one 
moment we see the essential doftrines and sanftions 
. of Christianity exemplified in the persons of the 
thief, who repents of his sins, and flies to Christ for 
itiercyi and of Christ who. graciously receives him, 
and promises to nieet him in Paradise, 
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THE CENTURION, , 

X HE testimony of the Ceaturion, and of those 
"that were with him watching Jesus,"* mwst, 
certainly^ be accepted as. icapartial. It is the testi- 
mony of those, whom, from habit ai^d education, 
we shoijld conceive to be strongly prejudiced agafist 
Christ and hi^reIigio|>» It is^^e testimony of hea- 
jthen soldiers, whom the Rpmau governor had ap- 
pointed as a guard over ^ cruciii}don of our 
X-ord, So deeply, struck were these persons with 
^he behaviour gf Jesus, and . with the circumstances 
attending his death, that they exclaimed : " Truly 
^« this was the Son of God." 

The Centurjon and his men had, evidently, 
marked our Saviour from the beginning to the end 
of his sufferings upon the cross, with very great 
attention. The Centurion, in particular, had placed 
himself (as St. Mark informs us) ** over against 
♦* Jesus.'* From that station, he observed, with 
anxiety, all that our Saviour said and did. Both he 
^n^ his soldiers saw our Saviour nailed upon the 

? St. Matt. xxYii. 54. 
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cross: they heard him, in bis expiring moments, 
cry with a loud voice : " Eli, Eli, lama Sabach- 
" thani-," and they saw him yield up the ghost. 
And, from all they saw and heard, they, doubtless, 
concluded, that he was more than a man. 

From the astonishing events, also, that evidently 
cx)ncurred to distinguish his d^th,^ the darkness 
Ijover all the land, the fis ure of the vail of the tem- 
i pie from the top to the bottom, the quaking of the 
earth, the rending of the rocks, the opening of the 
graves, and -the resurreftion of many bodies ; — from 
all these events, the Centurion was, assuredly, con- 
vinced, that our Lord was not a mere mortal. 

If, thep, the closing scene of our Saviour's life 
operated so forcibly on the mind of a pagan, as to 
exclude all doubt of his divinity, surely it is im- 
possible that we, who conneft his criicifixion with 
his character as the Redeemer of mankirid, should, 
for an instant, hesitate' ifi Exclaiming:'" Truly this 
" man was the Son of God 1" 
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JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA. 

It appears from the Evangelic liistory, that Joseph 
of Arimathea was a p^son of some consequence 
among the Jews. St. Matthew describes him, as 
" a rich man," St. Mark, as ** a counsellor," St* 
Luke, as " an honourable counsellor.'* St. Luke 
mentions only his general character — " a good man 
" and a just." St. Matthew and St. John, incjeed, 
intimate^ that he was a *' disciple of Jesus,", but 
"secretly," (says the latter) for fear of the Jews: 
and the other two Evangelists tell us, that " he 
'' waited for the kingdom of God.'* 

There seems, I think, to be some resemblance 
between Joseph of Arimathea and that young man, 
who, though apparently convinced of our Saviour's 
divine commission^* yet could not prevail upon 
himself to sell his great possessions, and follow Je* 
5US. This young man appears to have possessed all 
the candour and ingenuousness that characterize 
the earlier period of life. His views were just: his 

♦ St, Matt, XIX. St. Mark x. St. Luke xviii. 
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sentiments generous. From a child, he had kept 
the commandments. Yet he Was not satisfied with 
himself. Though he had abstained from murder 
and adultery and theft and all manner of falshood ; 
though he honoured his father and his mother, and 
loved his neighbour as himself; yet, on the ground 
of moral conduct, he was by no means assured of 
salvation. From a cor^ciousncss, that, after he 
had done all, he was an unprofitable servant, he 
anxiously wished to be informed, " what good thing 
•* he should do, to inherit eternal life ?" But, 
when he waCs ordered " to sell what be had, and 
*' give to the poor, and come and follow Jesus, he 
•* went away sorrowful— ^for he had great posses- 
« sions/' 

From St, Mark's account,* it appears, that he 
was of a humWe spirit, and that he entertained the 
most Fespectfol sentiments for the character of ouf 
Lord. For he came *' running, and kneeled unto 
•* him**" He fell down at the feet of Jesus, rich as 
lie was, before he presumed to ask a qtiestion. And 
** Jesus, it is said, beholding him, lored him.'* 

That our Saviour viewed him in an amiable light, 
and was much interested in his welfare, may be con- 
ceived from that regretful apokrophe : " How hard 
•* is it, for them that trust in riches, to enter into 
«the'kingdomof God!'* 

This rich young rtian, * then, (whom St. Luke 
styles a certain ruler) was immediately brought to 

* X. 17. 

mind 
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muid by the portrait of Joseph pf Arim^^i^A: perv 
Jijips he wa^ th^ identical persQiw^ before us. ' 

If the coii^jecture be ^^iktcd, w^ shall with pica* 
sure contemplate the gradual progress of Christiaa 
faith, ^n Joseph of Arimath^. We shall perceive 
this faith to t^ the efiect of rational conviction; 
oot an enthusiastic traosp/Dit, a mere momentary 
fervour, but ^ steady sentiment more and more vi* 
gorous, and operating by slow degrees upon the 
pondu(;^ 

And, from the influence of .this &ith on Joseph, 
as displayed in his attention to our Saviour's burial, 
jyd ^hall draw conclusions, to silence the sceptic, 
and give joy to the Christian. 
• Before his. personal acquaintance with Christ, Jo* 
seph had conceived a reverential awe for the Teachet 
sent ftQWi God. At his first intepview with Jesus, 
bff addressed his **.goQd Master," in ai^ attitude 
which bespoke his humbleness of mind— ra sense, of 
bis own pawoarthiness and our Saviour's dignity. 
Yet he was deficient in resolution 2 he had not for* 
titude enough to ^crifice his possessions to his coJt* 
victions. StilLwa&he too sincere, to take refuge in 
hisfiQhesrr-fcooiinigenuDiMtohave recourse to pleai- 
sure, and spiot4ierhi$ virtuous afiecticii9ia.sensoatr 
ity. Ife rfitaiae4 his. est^^nv for Christ, endao^our- 
ing> we $n^y suppose^ tQ reconcile his. riches with 
his lovq; and was ^gjam adi?iitt€d to the pr«scitt» 
of Jesus, and, " in secret," fcteciUiie his disciple- 
It w%s, " fqr few of thejews," we^are told, that 
he went ftpt qpenly to Je^us. And, peiibaps, ow 

Saviour, 
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Saviour, convinced that Joseph's life as well as pro- 
perty would be endangered by an open avowal of 
his proselytism, readily assented to such private ^ 
communications. 

Our Lord, indeed, might easily have judged, 
from the disposition of the rich disciple, that his 
faith would, insensibly, be strengthened, his piety 
become more fervent, his wisdom more enlightened; 
and that, after a few interviews, he would blush to^ 
put his worldly possessions in competition with his 
spiritual attainments. 

Had such a measure been absolutely necessary be* 
fore our Saviour's death, he would have sold his 
property, we may presume, and willingly expofeed 
himself to persecution. For, no sooner was our 
Saviour crucified, than he repaired to Pilate's house, 
and " went in boldly," (according to St, Mark) 
and begged the body of Jesus. It was with more 
than manly firmness, (a magnanimity of which poor 
human nature is scarcely capable) that he petitioned 
the Roman governor, in the £ice of the Jews, to 
give him the body of that person, his friend and hii 
Saviour, whom the Jews " had crucified and slain/* 
In a step so hazardous, he could have been sup- 
ported only by the confidence, that " Jesus was the 
•* Christ." In making this application to Pilate, 
he stood before the public, as a disciple of Jesus : 
he was regarded by the surrounding Jews with sur- 
prise and aversion. And, from succeeding in his 
petition, he became an object of jealousy and ha- 
tred, and was, probably, marked out for destruc- 
tion. 
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tion* The Roman governor^ it appears, was ex- 
tremely cautious ia this affair. " Pilate marvelled, 
^* if he were jalrfeady dead.^' He was, at first, sur- 
prized at JoSeph*s request ; and, suspecting artifice, 
could scarcely believe that Jesus was dead so sooa. 
Nor, till he had enquired of the guard, whether 
our Saviour was dead, and was assured that Christ 
had actually expired, would he deliver up the body 
to Joseph. Joseph^ we find, had " a new sepulchre 
*' hewn out of a rock," which was originally intend- 
ed for himself. This sepulchre was situated (ac- 
cording to St. Johii's account) in a garden near the 
place of our Saviour's crucifixion. Joseph, there- 
fore, ** having wrapped the body in a fine linen 
** cloth, laid it in his own tomb, and rolled a great 
" stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed.'* 
This was a pious office, such as might naturally 
have been expected from the counsellor of Arima- 
thea. In this instance, at least, Joseph directed 
his property to the best of purposes. Instead of 
selling his garden, and bestowing "the price thereof" 
upon the poor, he reserved it for the spot of his 
Saviour^s burial : " The poor he had always with 
** him; but Ghrist he had not always." 

On reviewing the whole transaction, we have rea- 
son to triumph in the further confirmation of our 
faith; since, from Joseph's interposition, our Lord's 
actual decease upon the cross, as witnessed by the 
Centurion and the soldiers under him, the cautious- 
ness with which Pilate delivered up the body of 

P Christ, 
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Christ, the very spot hard by the cross where the 
body was entombed, and the publicity of all these 
particulars, are brought immediately and distinctly 
before the eye, and rendered familiar to the appre- 
hension of all. 






^ 
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NlCODEMUS. 



X HAT our Savibur's doftrine, iri the nbdlurnal 

conference with Nicodemtis, had left a deep and 

lasting impression on the mind bf the Jewish ruler, 

is sufficiently evident ffoni that passage in Su John, 

where the chief priests and pharisees ate represented 

as met together with a view to the exiamination of 

our Saviour, and as deliberating on his pretensions 

, to the prophetic character. ** Why (said the chief 

" priests and pharisees to the officers) why have ye 

** not brought him !" The officers answered, " Ne- 

*• vef man spake, as this man." ** Then answered 

** them the pharisees. Are ye also deceived ? Have 

** any of the rulers or of the pharisees believed on 

*^ him? Buf^this people who knoweth not the 

" law, are ciirsed/' Nicode'mits saith unto them, 

(he that canie to Jesus by night) " Doth our lavir 

" judge any man before it liear him, and know what 

" he doeth ?" They answered and said unto him, 

^* Aft thoii also of Galilee ? Search and look ; 

F 2 ^' for: 
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" for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet/ And every 
" man went unto his own house.'* * 

We hear nothing more of Nicodemus, until the 
period of the crucifixion. 

It appears from St. John, that as soon as Joseph 
was in possession of the body of Jesus, Nicodemus 
joined him in embalming and depositing the corpse 
in the sepulchre. " There came, also, Nicodemus 
" (which at the first came to Jesus by night) and 
" brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes about an 
*' hundred pound weight. Then took they the 
" body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with 
^ the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury. 
" Now in tl?e jplace; where he was crucified, there 
V was a garden; and in the garden a new sepulchre, 
♦' wbjerein was never mm yet iaid* There laid they 
" Jesus, tberefibre, because oi the J^ws prepafatiou- 
*^ day; for th;^' sepulchre was nigh ^ hand/'^ 

If wefefleft o^ ^h^dignifiecl st^-tion and the wis- 
dom of Nicodennfs, if we consider th^t lu^ wai> a 
rukr in Isrft^l, we diall not wonder, either at the 
secrecy of hip .first visit to our Saviour, or the cau- 
tiousness of his apology for Christ, in the Sanhe- 
drim. For his own sake and that of the Jewish 
nation^ he wished t;a^Uow himself time and oppoi- 
tupity for inspefting the charafter of Christ, rc- 
vifcwing his miracles, exam'uiing b]$ dp^rinesi and 
markiiig ijxtbe propii^tic books .the descriptioj^s of 

* St. Johp vii. 45-53, . , f §*• J<^ ^X» 39^42. 

such 
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such a personage; And that, after a calm investi- 
gation of the matter, Nicodemus really believed in 
Christ, we have, every rea^iyii to conclude, from his 
conduft preparatory to the burial. It was a belief, 
n<^ suddeiv jOt enthusiastic^, bdt the result of time 
and rcflaStiofi;. the efFe<5t of cohviAion on the most 
tatiismal iprirttiples* ♦* Have any of the rulers or 
?^ of the^harisees believed on him ?^' was a question 
i of the discontented Sanhedrim: perhaps, none had^ 
tfe<6n,^ openly avowed their belief in Christ. 
• But there were none, perhap$v(exi:ept Joseph and 
Nfiod^mus) who made the slightest effort to become 
ae^aipted with Jesus and his ddftrines; who, disi 
C^rffing from their minds eve^y prejudice against 
lyis person, approadied him with a view to informa- 
tion, and with a sincere deSire .of ascertaining th^ 
truth of his pretensions. " The rich and honour- 
' ** 2lble counsellor of AHmathea,"' after 'having once 
cdftddstended to visit the mean abode of our Sa* 
viour, was induced to court his conversation, and 
to inlist himself, though secretly, among the num* 
ber of hts disciples. ** The ruler of the Jews," 
after having once Conversed with Jesus in privare, 
1^ was not afraid, amidst the violent invectives of the 
pharlsees, to irttferpose a quelstion in our Saviour's 
behalf, though he spoke with apparent diffidence 
and' reserve. This very diffidence and reserve, in- 
dced^must suggest to us, that his attachment to 
Christ was npt jlie consequence of hasty preposses- 
sions. Had he been .devoted to our Lord, from a 

F 3 blind 
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blind credulity or a sijperstitious confidence, he 
would, probably, have discovered rcsentnient at the 
invincible obstinacy of his brethren, in some sareas? 
tic remark, or passionate apo9|[rophe. 

That Joseph and Nicodemus could have conceiv- 
ed a friendship for our Saviour on any other ground 
than a belief in his divine missioii, cm nfcver be 
supposed, consistently with their rank and station 
in the country,, and, more especially, their high 
charafter. U they believed not, that " God was 
** with him," they must have deemed him a hypo- 
crite: and if they deemed him a hypocrite, they 
must have cultivated an acquaintance with a person, 
whom they saw continually engaged in attempting 
to deceive th.emselves and the whole Jewish nation; 
and that too, in points of vast importance, both 
political and religious. 

We have, tliea, every reason to think, that, after 
a cool and. candid and dehberate attention to our 
Blessed Lord^ they aftually became proselytes to 
the religion which he taught. And, though they 
did not make an open profession of their belief 
before his death; yet we observe them uncommon- 
ly aftive in his burial, to. the hazard of wealth and 
power and reputation, and even to the risque of life 
itself. ^ - 

It was usual among the Ropans, to expose the 
bodies * cf the crucified, to the beasts of the field 

* '^ At gente in Scythica siiffixa cadavera truncis 

Lenta dies sepclir, putri liquentia tabo." Silius Ital. L 13. 

aad 
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and fowls of the"^ air, ' and all the injuries of the 
weather ; and to set a guard ^ on them, lest some 
pitying hand should interpose and bestow on them 
the rites of burial. In conformity to this custom, 
the body of our. Savidur was -fixed to the cross, and 
a guard was? set^the Centurion and' his soldiers 
watching Jesus. To the completion of the whole 
barbarous process^ the Jews were, doubtless, looking 
with avidity. ■ They who had, inhumanly, cried 
out:- "Let him be crucified," were now anticipat- 
ing the moment, when they should see our Saviour 
torn by the talons of the vulture, or his body black- 
ening in the air-^limb dropping ofF after limb, in W^ ^J""^ 
horrid putrefadtion ! Bold then, indeed, must have 
been the enterprize of Joseph and Nicodemus \ 
forced as they were to confront a multitude now 
on the very point of satiating their cruel appetites, 
yet determined upon the rescue of their Lord, even 
though they sacrificed their lives to the popular i 

fury! Such a measure could have originated only 
in the conviftion, that Jesus was, indeed, *' the 
" Christ 1" 

And, with this observation I should conclude, 



* Thus Petronius, in the story of the Ephesian matron, intro- 
duces the soldier who stood centinel on the dead bodies on their 
respcdive crosses, " ne quid ad sepulturam corpora detraheret." 
And afterwards it appears, that *' Cruciarli unius parentes, ut 
" viderunt laxatam custodiam, detraxere nocte pendentenft, su- 
*' premoque mandaverunt officio." Pp. 257, Q^SQ. 

' , F 4 leaving 
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leaving my readers; to their o^nreflcxiow; were J 
not aw^e, that; there $re some circumstances in the 
busiijesS| which have sippeared of ^ suspicious na- 
ture to the sceptical mind* 

It has becB suggested, that both the ■co\inselk)r 
and the ruler of the Jews might; in thdir secret cor-» 
respondence with Jesus, haye concerted s, scheme 
for a supposititious buriaL Foreseeing his con- 
demnation to the cross, the jr m^hl easily. have renr 
dered the sepulchrar cavern, , near as it was to. the 
place of bis cri^cifixion, a commodious receptacle 
for his living b^y. But, was it possible ta pre- 
sume, that Christ could escape- 4eath ppon the 
cross ? Was it easy to imagine, that the body of 
Jesus would be delivered up to his friends^: with-: 
out the enquiry, whether it wpre really dead? If 
Joseph and Nicodemus entertained such a thought, 
the event proves, that they were mistakeri. Ca- 
suists, in the extravagance of scepticism, may still 
conceive, that, bribed by the riches, and overawed 
by the power of the Jewish counsellor and rujer, 
the Genturion and his soldiers were in, this plot. 
But the Centurion, a pagan as we have seep, if not 
altogether, was almost persuaded to be a Christ ian^ 
by the miraculous death of Christ upon the cross. 
And one of the sojdiers, after our Saviour had ex; 
pired, a<5tually pierced his side with a spear. 

The more minutely, in short, we enquire int0~ 
circumstances, the more firmly will be estabjish€4 
pur belief in this, as in every other part of the Gos- 
• ' pel 
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pel-Histopy. And (what must at once discredit 
the suggestiotts of the infidel) the sinvjile and ho- 
nest air of the narration before us shews, that ther^ 
was no imposture in the case. 

It was impossible that Joseph or Nicodemus 
could have imposed a f^lse burial or a false death 
upon the world, without the knowledge of our 
Lord's disciples. Had his followers perceived any 
suspicious circumstance in the intercourse of Christ 
with Joseph or Nicodemus, they would have en- 
deavoured to satisfy their minds on the subjeft, and^ 
must, very soon, have detefted .the plans of the 
Jewish counsellor and ruler. And, if not, St. John 
and others, who were witnesses of our Saviour's 
crucifixion, must have known, .whether his death 
were real or fictitious. The mode, however, in 
which St. John himself aijd the other Evangelists 
relate all the circumstances attending his death, 
discovers plainly their assurance, that there could 
be no imposture. Had they been privy to the sup- 
posed deceptious scheme, they must haye told a 
fabricated tale. And, in inventing such a tale, 
they would scarcely have left it open to the caviller, 
in those very points where the consciousness of the 
fallacy piust naturally have set them on their guard. 
They would have oniitted to mention any secret 
interviews between Joseph or Nicodemus and our 
Lord: they \yould not have stated the apparent 
precipitation of Joseph in requesting the body of 
^tjrjsti before, in Pilate's apprehension, he could 

possibly 
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possibly have expired. They would have passed, 
in silence, the newness of the sepulchre, as if pur- 
posely hejvn out for Christ ; nor have noticed its 
convenient vicinity to. the scene of tlw crucifixion* 



1 

1 
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A HAT Jesus preached the resurreftion of the 
body, duripg his life-time, and that he foretold, in 
the face of all the Jews, the exaft time, in which 
he himself should rise from the dead, are fads the 
most prominent in the Gospel-history. The Jews 
held our Saviour's predidion with respeft io himself 
in perfeA contempt, and deemed the completion 
of it impossible. And they were now presented, as 
they conceived, with an opportunity of proving it 
false, and exulted in the idea of demolishing the 
new fabric of Christianity, by subverting its very 
corner stone. ' " The chief priests, therefore, and 
^* Pharisees came together to Pilate, after the cru- 
•* cifixion, saying: Sir, we remember, that that de- 
<* ceiyer said while he was yet alive. After three 
f ' days 1 will rise again. Command, therefore, that 
" the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, 
** lest his'disciples come by night, and steal him 
♦* away, and say unto the people: He is risen from 
?* the dead : so the last error shall be worse than 

" the 
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^' the first. Pilate said unto them, Ye have a 
" watch — Go your way — make it as sure as you can. 
** So they went and made the sepulchre sure, sealing 
"the stone and setting a watch.*'*' Here' every 
precaution was taken to convince the disciples of 
their error. A great stone was rolled to the mouth 
of the sepulchre : It was sealed ; so that the tomb 
could not possibly be opened without detection ; 
and^ what seemed a certain security, centinels were 
set to guard it. 

But all- these precautions, instead c^ answetlng 
the pijrposes intended, operated to the confirmation 
of Christianity — to the confusion of Its enemies. 
There is no doubt but the Jews, who had taken all 
this care to prevent what they deemed delusion from 
spreading among the people, were not willing to 
rest here j. .but, still anxious to effeft their purpose, 
had it in contemplation to exhibit to the people, 
and to bis disciples, the corpse of our Saviour, im- 
mediately after the appointed time (which was Only 
three days) was expired. This was an obvious 
mode of proceeding. And could they have thus 
produced his lifeless body, they would^ at onccw 
have detefted the imposture, and have fo;r ever si.- 
lenced the professors of Christianity. But this they 
were not able to do. For at the end of the sabbath* 
as it began to dawn, towards the first day of the 
week, there was a great earthquake — the angel of 
the Lord, whose countenance was like lightning, 

♦ St. Matthew^ xxvii. 62. ♦ 

and 
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and bis rahneat white as snow^ rolled back the 
stone from the sepulchre j the centinel shook for 
fear, and Jesus arose from the dead ! The con- 
dud of the chief priests, on this emergence, will 
furnish us with strong evidence in proof of the re- 
surreftion of Jesus. " Behold, (says St. Matthew) 
*^ some of the watch came into the city, and shewed 
"unto the chief priests all the things that were 
done. And when they were, assembled with the 
" elders, and had taken counsel, they ^ve large 
" money unto the soldiers, saying — ' Say ye, his 
** disciples came by night, and stole him away, while 
" we slept/ And if they come to the governor's 
** ears, we will persuade him and secure you. So 
" they took the money, and did as they were 
"taught."* 

It is evident, from this statement, that Caiphas 
and his brother priests were thrown into great con* 
sternation in consequence of the report of the sol- 
diers. Such, indeed, was the confusion of their 
senses, that, after they had taken counsel with the 
elders, they determined on a measure in the highest 
degree absurd and ridiculous. Had they suspect- 
ed, for an instant, thit the testimony of the watch- 
men was false, they would certainly have contra- 
difted it. But they perceived that it was too true, 
for their peace of mind and their reputation- Struck 
by the consciousness of having pursued to death 
the Saviour who was now risen in triumph from 

; St. Matt, xxvlii. 11— 15. 

the 



Digitized 



byGoogle 



7S SCRIPTURAL ILLUSTRATIONS. 

the grave, yet afraid to expose their weakness and 
their guilt to the populace, by an acknowledge- 
ment of Christ's resurreAion, they had recourse ta - . 
a mean falshood, which carried with it its own con- 
futation: They condescended to bribe the soldiers/ 
And for what purpose did they bribe the soldiers? 
To report a tale, the inconsistency of which must 

have appeared without a moment's reflexion. 

** Say ye— ^' His disciples came by night, and stole 
^' him away while we slept."* Could they say, 
what was done whilst they slept ? Or if they did, 
who would give credit to their assertions? Yet 
this report, with all its contradidtoriness and folly^ 
is the best that the chief priests could have devised, 
as a colour of the real fadl. They could not have 
instrufted the soldiers to assert, that his disciples 
carried off the body by force ; for that would have 
been impossible. Nor would it have been easy to 
persuade the guard to accuse themselves of intox* 
ication. Even in suffering themselves to fall asleep, 
there was a degree of * negligence highly reprehensi- 
ble in centinels, and punishable by the laws of every 

* Ye not only did notrepcQt (says Justin Martyr to the Jews) when 
je learned that He was risen from the dead ; but ye appointed 
chosen men, and sent them out into all the world, to say — '* that 
" a certain heresy had been begun by one Jesus a Galilean i > 
'* whom bis disciples stole by tijght dut of the tomb, iri which he h^fd 
J' been laid when taken down from the cross/*—" ov aTx(f^v(yxrT^^,00-- 

&c. &c. &c. Justin, p. 335> — What a strong confirmation this, 
of the above, ^s related by St. Matthew, xxriiir 13. 

country. 
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country. And the soldiers, we find, were, in this 
case, apprehensive of punishment. For, ** if this 
** come to the governor's ears, we will persuade him^ 
** (said the priests) and secure you.*' 

Any farther reflexions on this memorable incident 
would be superfluous. I shall add only, that the 
chief-priests, by their various manoeuvres, have fur- 
nished us with circumstantial evidence of a fadt 
which they laboured to suppress, and that thus, 
the Roman centinejs, the instruments of priestcraft, 
were, virtually, the first preachers of Christ's resur- 
reftion. 
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MARY MAGDALENE. 

If doctrines, though perfectly original, ypt har- 
monizing with the sensibilities of men ; though 
pure as the heaven of heavens, yet suited to the 
frailness of mortality — if such may be conceived to 
argue a divine revelation; the doctrines of the Gos- 
pel carry in themselves the most indisputable evi- 
dence of the source whence they sprung. 

Among these, repentance and forgiveness of sins 
were new to the world, as the miracles that accom- 
panied their promulgation: yet they, every way, 
correspond with our feelings, and speak to our sense 
of imbecility. 

In the character of Mary Magpalene, the 
doctrines of repentance zndi forgiveness of sins are 
illustrated with a force and beauty that claim our 
admiration. 

Mary Magdalene had been a notorious sinnen 
She was the woman " out of whom went seven de- 
vils."* And she was, afterwards, as distinguished 



• St. Luke viii. 2. 



a saint. 
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a saii^tl Her portrait, at the pharisee*s house, has 
a wbtiderful air of simplicity. 

Whilst " Jesus sat at meat, ifl a pliarisee*s h6ijse, 
** Mar^ Magdalene entered the room, and stood 
"behind him weeping, and wasljied his feet with, 
" tej^rs, and wiped them with the hairs, of her 
^^'head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them 
" with the ointment of spikenard from an alabaster- 
" bot. And the house was^ filled with the odour. 
" of the ointment.'* — ^^ Now when the pharisee 
** which had bidden him, saw it, he spake with him- 
" s^f, saying: * This man, if* he were a prophet, ^ 
" would have' known who, and' what manner of 
*^ woman this is, that toucheth him; for she is a 
" sinner.' * And Judas was moved with indigna- 
" tion^ and said: * To what purpose is this waste? 
" Wliy was not this ointment sold for three hun- 
" dred pence, and given to the poor?" 

How finely contrasted are Mary's tears of peni- 
tence, her humble attitude, her affectionate ardours . 
with the suspicious incredulity of the pharisee, and 
the villainous duplicity of Judas ! 

** But Jesus said, * Let her alone: why trouble 
** you her ? Against the day of my burybg hath 
" she kept this. And her sins, which were many, 
" are forgiven ; for she loved much." 

It appears, that Mary Magdalene was one of those 
devout women, who accompanied our Saviour on 
his travels^ and " ministered to him, of their sub- 

• St. Lukcni. 39. 

G stance;" 
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" stance j" who foUc^wed, him to the plape of his 
crucifixion, stood by* the crosV, and witness^ci. his 
last agonies. Though our Saviour's Idisciples had, 
fpr the most part, *^ forsaken him and ^ed," yet 
."'neither tribulation nor distress, nor persecution, 
** nor peril," pould separate her from Jesus. 

From the cross, she' followed him to the sepulchre, 
and beheld how hi? ^ody was laid. And no sooner 
was the sabbath past,' than she went tq the sepul? 
chre, '^^ whefi it w^s yet dark,*' says the Evangelist : 
so strong was her affection for. our Lord, that all 
selfish considerations; were dissipated before it. On 
any other occasion, she would have, approached a 
tomb with fear and tr^mblmg. But' the woman 
was now absorbed in the saint. Obsefying that the 
stone was taken away from Ijie sepulchre, ** she 
** runneth and cometh to Simon Peter and to that 
" other disc^iple whom Jesus loved, and saith untq 
" them, They have taken away the Lord oqt of the 
" sepulchre, ai>d we knpw not where they haye laid 
" him. Peter, therefore, went forth and that othey 
" disciple." '* In t;he mean time Mary stood with- 
" out, at the sepulchre, weeping: and, as she wept, ' 
" she stooped down and looked intp the sepulchre, 
'^ and seeth twp angels in white sitting, the one at 
"' the head and the other at the feet, where the body 
^' of Jesus had lain. And (hey say unto her, * Wo- ^ 
" man, why weepest thou ?' She saith unto them, 
" Because they haye taken away my Lord, and I 
" know jiot where they have laid him.' And wheii 
?* she had thus said, sh? turned herself back, and 

" saw 
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" saw Jesus, Standing/ and knew not ^ that, i^ waj^ 
"Jesus. * Jesus saith 'unto her, *Wo^^ wiaj^^ 
" Weepfesf thou ? Whotn see^est thou ?\^ She, sud^, 
"posing him to be the gardener, ^saith ^nto l^iin^ 
" Sir, if thou have borne him' hencV tell 'me wher^^^ 
" thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. 
" Jesus saith unto her, * Mary!' She turned and 
"saith unto him, * Rabboni!* which is to say, 
" Master. Jesus saith unto her, * Touch me not -, 
" for I am not yet ascended to my Father: But go 
" to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto 
** my Father and your Father-, and to my God, 
•* and your God. Mary Magdalene came and told 
" the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and 
" that he had spoken these things unto her.*' * 

Such are the striking points of view, in which the 
doftrines of repentance and forgiveness of sins, are 
exhibited in the Holy Gospel ! But when Jesus 
cried to Mary : " I ascend unto my Father and your 
"Father — to my God and your God!'* — this was 
the point in which the forgiveness of sins was fully 
illustrated ! That Mary Magdalene, once so infa- 
mous a woman, as to be called, proverbially, the 
sinner^ should be the veiy first person to whom 
Jesus appeared after his resurreftion, and to whom 
he announced his approaching ascension — should 
be preferred to all his disciples and apostles and 
destined evangelists and preachers of his word> 
throughout the world, for so momentous an intern 

• St. John, XX. J — 18. 

G 2 vieWj, 
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Tiew, so twefu] a comtnunicationr— I must consider, 
ts an incident WcA more^ than historicah a^ a pi;oi. 
vidential event most audibly proclaimings tbata$« 
"Christ was delivered for our o? fences/^. 

StJ **iftE was RAISEJ> again for ^OUR JUSTIfl-! 

"cation!** 
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THE TRAVELLERS pF TttE VILLAGE 
OF.EMMAtrS. 



HE clay of the ResunredEioh was now dosing. 
It was bri the evening of this "day, that two of our 
Lord's disciples were trayelUng towards the village 
df Emmaus* And, w'hilst they tja-lked of all tH^t 
had happened, and ** communed together and rca;^ 
*^ soned, Jesus himself drew nean fiut their cye^ 
** were holdeh, that they should not know him.^* ♦ 
In the rest of the narrative, oiir Saviour's question 
(to he joined the two sorrowful travellers^ witii re- 
sptct to the causie of their sadness—the answer of 
Clebpas by another qiKStion proving^ the . celebrity 
of Jesus of Nazareth, and the notoriety of hif cru- 
cifilion— the notion . of a temporal Redeemer now 
abandoned— the hopes and fears that novercd over 
the sepiilchre of Christ, and the struggles between 
doubt and belief, are so^ extremely natural in tl^ 
representation, that we fancy the groujpe immcdi- 



• St. Luke xxiv, 13—16. 
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86 SCRIPTURAL ILJ-USTRATIONS. 

atcly before us: and when our Saviour charges the 
travellers with unbelief, and explains to them tlie 
Scriptures, we see them struck by his upbraidings, 
•■iUiiitiitiig4e4vi» lcssb1irwilli' iiiy sterious feelmgs! 
There must have been something in his counte- 
nance and manner, something in his voice, to thrill 
the nerves, and inspire sentiments of terror and 
joy ! Thc)r treated him not as a strai>ger : they ^- 
qitiesced in his assumed j^uthoj-ity: they "resented 
not his reproof. And, when they drew nigh to the 
village, though their eyes were still holden, that they 
should not Jcnow him,/* they constrained him'*' to 
gS'iiito their house. . For, i^ was. towards evening;, 
and , the d^,^ was far spent. " And it came to pass, 
^^^s % S2^t ajt mjeat \^ith* t^ took bread and, 

*^ messed itl ari^ brake and gave to 4hem. And 
" ttreic eyes were opened, that they knew him: 
"^d ,^e vanished put of their sight. .And they. 
" said, one to another^, * Di^_npt oijr Iieart bi^riiT 
^wi^ Iked with us by the way, 

*^^ aric] :o\ "us tne Scriptures ?** 

^Tn frierids'of plirist in giving 

dft'dh 1, ^discovers, vi^o. ^aye'bpe^ 

tcH^ oF tKe'^ proofs attending it. 

Duf'i e Frivolous than this'objec- 

tlbh. ttiough.^oqie, a/ the first 

iiifefv IS, and some wer^ terrified, 

^Ki ci \ believed not fqr joy ; yet 

ali;^-ark^tf bB'ievetli^ ^liis verjr circumstance, so 
far from being objectionable, must tend to esta- 
blish the fact. It precludes every idea of collusion 

\l^ o (previous 
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(previous to his death) between Christ and his dis- 
ciples; shews that, averse from ** idle tales," they 
examined the fa€*-of the ResufiEtetion-witt impart .. 
tiality, and indicates that weight of evidence which, 
at length, carried conviction to their minds* 

In the mean time, the narrative before us, is, in 
the highest degree, ^ satisfactory. Its simplicity 
charms the taste with* ill * tlie beauty of language, 
and satisfies the judgment with all the unsuspicious- 
ness of truth* After a.day, of d^l^ness, of " thick 
"darkness," how cheeriijgi was tjiqwn, as.it shonq 
on the two disciples oa t^eir w^y J , . After an eclipse 
so terrible, how pleasant were its beams, at evening! 
With the eye of fancy we peri::eive^he. stranger dfaw 
near; we walk bn with ^je travellers ;f ^d with 
Him we enter the humble habU^ipi) of His.g^ests^ 
But, as wc seem " toreal^ .of^j^Jje brea4 and drink 
*' of the cup which He bjesp^^ iy$ see him stilt 
yet, not in fency ! we seehim .^till, tjiough he "vaj- 
:" nish from the sights" w^iSge, witlj th^ eye of 
faith, the Lord of Imiportalji^j^^^; 
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THOlJstfAS. ' 

T ROM several fassagdi in the Evan^lic hiaitory, 
ft appears that' Ae ^isdples, In general, had no clear 
ideas of the new doctrmes which btir Saviour re-^' 
vealed,' 

This observation is particularly applicable to Tho- 
mas and' PhiKp. tvcri a short tirne before' his 
crucifixion, thtse honest followers of our Lord* ap- 
peii: to have misconceived his character asr felit^ 
to ^he Evcriasting Father,' or to have formed' aVfefy 
linwbrtky notion of the eiids of his' mission. In hfe 
aflfectioriate cohversaJfion With his disciples, pi^Vious 
to his death, ** Whither I go, ye know,'* says 
Christ; " and the way ye know."* Yet Thomas 
said upto him: " Lord, we know not whither thou 
" goest, and howxan we know the way?'* And> 
when our Saviour, pursuing his discourse observed ; 
" If ye had known me, ye should^ have known my 
"Father also;*' Philip exclaimed: ^ Lord, shew 
*' us the Father, and it sufficeth us/' At Philip's 

♦ St. John Xiv, 4. 5. 7. 8. p.— 21. 22. 
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igpor^c^.aiidjniscp|icept;i9ii, Je^iis.appevs4p^<^fv^ 
e^^?^edl^s((^c ^qgraepfsurpriz^: " I^ftve I ha^n 
*^fp.;long^4[iJJl;e^with.yql?, .^d;^t h^t ^t^pu ,^i^t 

cfChmty m4^4> >V^? mysterioys to his .di^cipjes. 
^9^':» ,#^.9UrjS^'yiOHr m4 : *^ He th^t iovefeh ;«ii^- 

S*and ip^ifesit :my«dfi do.ihiriir Judsts answfemcl, 
" (" not Iscariot*') ** Lord, how is. it,..thftt thotii 
" wilt manifest thyself to us, and not unto the . 
^' world r 

Of these persons, it should seem that Thomas 
was the slowest in his discernment. The intelli- 
gence which he received from the other disciples, 
that they " had seen the Lord," appeared to him 
almost impossible. " Except I shall see in his 
" hands (said one) the print of the nails, and put 
'* my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust 
" my hand into his side, I will not believe."* After 
the lapse of eight days, Thomas still remained in- 
credulous. It was then, that " Jesus came, the 
" doors being shut, and stood in the midst and 
" said. Peace be unto you. Then saith he to Tho- 
*• mas. Reach hither thy finger, and behold my 
*' hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it 
*' into my side ; and be not faithless, but believing. 
•• And Thomas answered and said unto him: * My 
** Lord, and my God." 

From the whole, it is evident, that the hesitation 

* St. John XX^ 25, .26, 27,28. 
: - of 
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of Thomas, in acknowledging our Lord, after tfecf 
Resurrection, wds owinjg rather to a slowness of ap* 
prehension, than an evil heart of unbelief; With 
respect to ourselves, this conduct of Thoinas has 
no other tendency than still further to confirm our 
feith; as it brings, in a manner, before our eyes, the 
most striking proofs of the identity of that body 
which was crucified and buried and raised agaiii 
from the dead. 
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THE DlSCfPLtS, RECOGNlZmC OUR SA- 
VlOUi*^^' AFTER M'ts" RESURRECTION. 



-'j^ Xj itm t T 



i^ElttfTStPS Ih^' slowness 6f our Saviour's disci- 
^ies, in recognizing him aftei- his Resurrection, may 
I^,^n4$)9^eilegl^^^tttUiUble3'if not to a change 
in, hi;g^ person, yttto^atfiode of appearing ^mong 
tkeff\ri43^f^f^^^<?^.hi^^(p^^^r manner. Though 
'fi^^jr:^Js,^at¥P?:nQ|J^jfe^^ion of his countenance 
were ijajitariatty -aUoffedS though I do not conceive 
th^. .he w,^ , t cansfigurc^ ¥ 7 Pl^ ^^ Mount, ^hea^ 
h© , ^pp^red io^a glc^i^ed : form to * Feter, John, 
^4. J^ffiF?K:K^^i: '^if.iWiW^^. of appearing to his 
disc^plej^duxing-*th(&pe|;ip4'rth^ ;fiit^Fvened betjween 
his r^rr^ption and,a^c?f^ianie was, probably, new. 

The expressions, of.:f^ EvMgelists, relativiCto- 
these ^^f.^.4,*E4ji^cxs,v;if^.^pfthy observation. , ^ 

** A* 1% ve^fi^^v^o^J^^f^flntr^t ,oiv^9 toy; iro^opf, mpu w^oatMtfviwxf 

* St. Luke sixviii; g. f Su Matt«^xkVi8. 

Here 
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Here the suddenness of each sqipearance b re«; 
markable ; and the sensations of fear are vbible in 
his disciples* They fall down and worship hini : and 
some are in doubt, who he h. In St.JM[ark4 — 

Thus, also, St, Luke : 
And thus, St. Johni 

*' Tarv Ov^«» *sxX!/:ft«wv, uX05» o Iflyow,', x«» i^u •# *crf*i^*'-V* f^fes*^ 

It seems, fiwn these fjrfi6ids pilsM^, 'ttat our 
Lord tvis Seea by his dfecijflei at intbi^ih ^fi 
from the tiffio oi hU rg5tirt«(ttio«tdh4Sittc*E»16lH 
and that hi* liwde eif i^p<»l4iig t<» thett *lraA ¥iif 
unlike his fotmer mfcriWif* tiai jMirkJd, is "w« ciA* 
Icct from th« Acts dS tht' A^iWfltS, <il4s foity i^yi. 

S; Why, ^urirtgtfe««fd«yai5tt,«iirtord*CTi!d 
occasionally aind iU sh <J*€*l«f a^ rfiaatfricbPi hstvfc 
shew» hirt»«*tf to Ms ^fiiii^, itty liffiti'i fteftii^, 
be i Question of cQfiS6si«yi ffiJte df itfl im^brtalice. 
iut the pr^cdkaiftiesM! i* #bicfr otilr •S^iotA sto6d, 
before hi* death, <Soth>pilidd wft& Ki iifeiattoh after 
Ris resutfcction, wiff .ifisfihtlf S6^6St ftf us, the. 
probabte cause of his present conduct. 

'. . 1 Our 
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THE DISCIP1^S> ]^^eft!BNIglIffi;0IIK.SAVJOUR. gr 

Op^ I §ayi9(ur, first r Q^i^p . t p; ii3 j . in; the form of a 
sejrjrAi^;^^ a^d wag, i^ ali,tbing$> iike. lurto us^ cxoepln 
thi,^t. He;\Yaj free, frcwn sin.. During' His traveb*^^ 
throyjg^ JU(4eajj^he w^$ . subjieotcd to every human > 
in^mity^ H^ was, s<wepjt&l^ of: coi^rcal^ pain- 
and mental .ai^gmsh; and, . aoii^st .the peneeulionsi 
to which he was exposed, he discovered the keenest 
sense of both. He wept and was troubled in the ^ 
garden of Gethsemane: he bore his cross to Calvary 
with pain, and he expired on that cross, in agony. 
He was thus " humbled,** and thus *' suffered," for 

man. 

« 

It is natural, therefore, to conceive, that as the 
jrepresentative of man, he should have mixed in hu* 
man sociisties, and conversed familiarly with his 
friends ^d associates, like other mortal beings. 
And thus, accordingly, he had conversed. 

After his resurrection, however, he assumed a 
pew character. He was no longer, the servant, or 
the victim. He had run his course of slavery: he 
had suffered ^nd died; was buried and was risen 
again: the expiation for sin was past: and he now 
triumphed over death and the grave. He had now 
only to prepare his disciples for his final departure, 
for his ascension to his heavenly father. 

It is equally natural, therefore, to suppose, that, 
as the God whose seat was in Heaven, He should 
npt abide among men familiarly, as heretofore; and 
jthat he should discover no more of human nature 
Jhan was necessary to prove his identity. 

3. Yet 
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S. Yet these discriminations are not directly 
m^ked by either of the Evangelists : they are the 
subjects of np comment whatever. All the rays of 
the divinity, that thus emanated from our Saviour, 
are fiierely incidental; and are chiefly discoverable 
in the wonder and ^rturbation of his disciples. 
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THE APOSTLES. 

\jrO ye-*' (says Christ to his Apostles, immcdir 
ately before his ascension) ** Go ye into all the 
" world, and preach the Go$pel to every crcaturci/** 
But how were they qualified to preach the Gospel? 
and what was tlie prospect before them, to animate 
their preaching? 

Wit^ respect to their qualification, th^y had, 
apparently, none but probity. They had sufficient 
understanding, indeed, to be competent witnesses to 
a few plain facts and incidents. They could see 
and wonder at the miracles erf Christ- They could 
observe his sufferings. They could not mistake his 
person, when he was led to Calvary, to be crucified, 
or when he expired upon the cross. They could 
recognize and converse with him after his resurrec- 
tion. And, they could view him ascending into 
Heaven; and, sure of his ascension, return " to 
^* Jerusalem with great joy." 

* St. Mark xvi. 15. 

But 
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But they possessed no geniys, no learning. Their 
minds were unformed by education. From incapa- 
city and prejudice, they were, in many points, un- 
atte'tor ttJlft^tfehehd," an^T^acTc vTaf Jin TDelTevin the*^ 
revelations of Christ. They had no insight into 
the spiritual character of our Lord ; and no con* 
ception of that kingdom, of which he repeatedly 
spoke, as univejii^^ • Thttugh xommanded to go 
and teach every people under Heaven, yet the 
tjjwJve were all Galileans, and were scarcely quali- 
fied fot the proiiiulgatipa of the<iosp(plivjthixi their 
own c©ur>try; jj^insiructed in the: original^ text,. 
and even the Qreck version of the propdw!(:ies, they 
had every impcdim^i^t. in their wayy whether they/ 
attempted to preach to the Jews, or to the Gen- ; 
^^ tiles.* ' ' ; •' 

In- the mean time, what* had they to expert in 
recompence for , their labours ? We have already 
seen, that tl>ey discovered' no great degi^^C; of for- 
titude in , the • character of our Lord's disciples. 
Though, as- having accompanipd our Saviour in his 
, travels through Judea> they had heard his doftrines 
and witnessed his miracles; yet no- sooner did he 
fall into tho hands of his enemies, than they for-, 
sook him ai^d fled : And' one, who appeared to have 
more courage than the rest, betrayed uncommon 
weakness, in the hour of danger. 

Can we imagine, then, any probability of suc- 
cess, froni the mission of such persons, when they 

♦ See Lightfoqt, Vol. !• 285. 

were 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



TlifiAPOStLfeS*: 9f 

Ivere expressly told by our Saviour, that he sent 
them forth as ** lambs amottg wolves,** that th^y 
would ** be hated of aU nicn for his name's sake/* 
and that *' their etieipies should deliver them up to 
be afflifted, and should put them * to death ?** Is 
it possible to conceive^ that St. Peter, Who so gla- 
I'in^y {ailed in, his resolution not to forsake his 
X«ord, could havei hetird Without a horror to di^ua^ 
lify him for his office, tha| pi'ophetic dijscription of 
the very death he should die — " Wheii thou>ast 
^« young, thpu girdedst thysetfi and walkedst whi- 
** ther thou wouldest^ but when thoU shalt be old, 
** thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another 
" shall gird thee, and ciarry thee whither thou 
" wouldest not."«f 

Against the dangers thus prediftedi our Saviour, 
moreover^ enjoiiied his apostles, by no means to 
prepare themselves — to take no precautions ^uch 
as human foresight might suggest; but to persevere 
in an entci^rize which must inevitably expose them 
to the bitterest persecution, and terminate in their 
destruction. 

In recomperiCe fca: their labours, then, the apos- 
tles had only to expect, all that was revolting to 
humsui nature, «41 that was calculated to repel their 
fortitude, to damp their &ith, and detach, them 
firomi the cause of Christianity. 

♦ St. Luke X. 3. St Mitt. x. 2^. Vf. 

t St. Tohn xir, 3^. xxi. li.-^— St. Peter seems, himself, to 
allude t6 this prediaion> 2 'Pet L 19, 14. The prophecy was 
adually accMtvlidied uu4er.Net«; 

fi Under 
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Under these .circuihstanc^i what was tbore, after 
their Saviour's. ascei\sion, ta prevent the rmmecliatft 
flight and disperfeion of his apostles; their abandon- 
ment of all sJ>iritUal concerns, and return to their 
earthly occupations? Ndtliirig, but their confidence 
in our Saviour's prolnise of the Comforter, whb was 
* " to teach thetoiall things, 'and.guide them xmto 
** all truth.-^'^-For fhe perfommnce of thispromis^, 
they waited at Jerusalem, ^^ where they w«ere<:oflti' 
** nually in the -temple, praising and blessing 
•^* God."f And, .on the day of Pentecost, the 
promise was fulfilled. . 

Hence it wias, that, endutd' with " the word of 
♦'wisdom/* as " with all utterance," and,- ** out 
" of weakness waxing strong/' ithey were enabled 
to preach to every nation under Heaven, and " to 
'* speak thewdrd <^f God with boldness/' Hence, 
separated from each other, and emigrating into 
distant regions as th^ Holy Spirit directed their 
steps, and placed beyond the reach of correspond- 
ence, they persisted, wherever, they tivere, in preach- 
ing the same Gospel, through all its . extent and 
variety ofdodtrine and of duties ;r-ethat Gospel, with 
which, but just before, tbey:WCic*vcry impetfectly 
acquainted) whose distinguishing cbaraoter they 
*liad litterly miscghceived^'an^ which, now thkt 
they were severally irjstrut&ed in the knowliet^ cf 
it, they had no opportunity of developing to each 

Other, 
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bthfer. 'Hence it was, ttat e^ch solitary individual, 
plunged at once in the midst o£ insuperable difficul- 
ties^ threatened with dangers the most shocking to 
hUmahity, and denied that comfort and support 
which, hid they reniained in a bodj^, would have ' 
sprung froifl mutual commiinicatiori, cdhtiniied to 
** preach Christ crucified,** with a magrianitnity and 
fortitude, that tan never be paralleled in the an- 
nals of warlike htroisnl. Hence Str'Peter, in par- 
. ticukr. Once so ighorantly zealous, self-confident, 
and pusillanimous, ever afterwards displayed the 
errtfK^ics of ati enlightened mind, desires subdued 
and passions moderated* humility ttuly christian, 
and fortitude far more thah humart. JDirefted by 
Jesus himself, to a view of the cross oh Which he 
was to expire, he still pursued his path, unshaken; 
and drew nearer and nearer to that cross, with in- 
creasing faith and courage. And, when the fatal 
hour was come, he ditd with serenity the same 
death whith his Lord had done, ** even as Jesus 
" Christ had shewed him."* 

From a view of all thfese striking points, from a 
comparison of our Saviour delivering to his Apos- 
tles their grand Commission, With their conduct after 
his ascension. We may dondlude upon principles that 
even infidelity cm never impeathi that Jesus zvas 
no impostor! 

If he were aft impostor, he mtfst haVe been sensi- 
ble, like Mahomet oriany- other false prophet, that 



, ♦ 2^ St Peter i. 

H 2 his 



\ 



Digitized 



by Google 



^<f) SCRIPTURAL ILl/USTRATIONS. 

his pretended gospel could be established only by 
the force or sagacity of man, ^d not by any su- 
pernattiral assistance* He would not, therefore, 
have chosen those for his apostles, ivho, from their 
incapacity and ignorance, were, not aWe to com* 
prebend, much less to explain to the lyorld, his 
system of religion*, whe from haWtual prejudice 
had been expecting a very different kingdom from 
the. kingdom of the Messiah, and whose weakness 
and timidity were ready to shrink from the slightejst 
appearance of dtanger. 

If, however, we suppose, that, be had really made 
choice of persons so incompetent to their office^ he 
would not have been industrious in throwing- diffi- 
culties in their way, in mustering before their .eyes 
the numerous hardships, and the perils which they 
were destined to meet, in their new unheard of en- 
terprize: for sych were to dissipate their hopes, 
throw upon tl^cir spirits an overwhelming horror, 
and render t^e whole pipjept abortive. If we think, 
that the jpromise of a ccrmfortfer from Heaven might 
^counteract the cffcft^ pf this developement of the 
dangers attending their mission i we cannot, after a 
moment's reflexion, conceive, that he would have 
made such a promise at all^ since he must haye 
been sensible of his inability to perform it. Ad- 
mitting that he aftually promised them a comforter^ 
a very. short tim^ would haye proved the fallacious- 
ness of the promia^. His apo^tks would have wait- 
ed for the comforter, and waited in vain; and after 
long and tedious ejipcftatioii would have broken 

up 
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up their meetings: dejected, irritated, confounded, 
they would have renounced the new religion which 
they had been commissioned to teach, without 
being enabled to understand it-, they would have 
mingled with their fellow- Jews, and have been ne- 
ver heard of more. 

We .conclude then^ upon principles^ which even 
infidelity can never impeach^ that Jesus was no im^ 

pOStory but THAT HE WAS VERILY THE ChRIST, 

THE Son of God. 
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V PILATE, 

-I Have introduced Pilate to my readers, with a 
view chiefly to his supposed notices of the resurrec-? 
tion and crucifixion of Christ; 

That such state-papers (if papers I may call 
thejn) actually existed, we should conceive proba- 
ble, frqm Pilate*s official situation and disposition 
and conduct. And, with this presumption in fa- 
vour of their existence, we should be satisfied of 
the fadl, from very slight historical evidence. 

From his situation as procurator of Judea, we 
may suppose that Pilate would not have omitted to 
send intelligence of the crucifixion of Christ to his 
master Tiberius. In the eyes of the Jews, indeed, 
it was an event of considerable importance to the 
Roman Emperor. " If thou let this man go (said 
the Jews) thou art not Cassar's friend : Whosoever 
maketh himself a king, speaketh against Caesar.*** 
This political opposition of Jesus Christ to Caesar 

I . m^st 
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must liave struck Pilate as no matter of indifference: 
It at once determined him, in: his resolution to 
dcRver up our Lord to crucifixion, and probablf 
infduced him to stafe to the Emperor every cir- 
cumstance that sctteAded our Saviour's passion and 
deatH. 

Fibm tba di^K^itioA and^graenilxondud:, al^^ 
of Pilate, we may infer, that he would naturally: 
KiVfe 6ol!eck!d all the particolar& iehtting to o\ir 
Lord ^H accuracy, ^'nd have tramipitted. them fO) 

Tib^riusfWilh fldl*ity. ' •*'^' '. - r „ 

- Rlite- Was hot devoid of humanity, or a sense ti( 
JTistice. Whilst he followed the sugg^ffftons of his 
o^n mind, he exhibited towards 4^Vir Saviour ii6 
sm^l d^gi«ee ()f caffdcWt and mercy. He-saw^nd* 
felt, that every charge against Chifist rwas 'false or 
frivolous, Observijigijur Saviour meek wd isia^ 
oflfendiftg, yet cruelly insulted by the multitude^' 
lie exclaimfed: " Beliold the manl"* Mark hi* 
gentleness— pity his sufferings — believe him iiitibi 
cent, and releasfe him^ffOnr tnmerited persecution ! 
He firmly and repeatedly declared, tharlie •* found 
<* norf- .fault** in Jfesus-— ** no,, nor yet Herod^" 
said he : and he " wariicd his hands before "the mul- 
** titucfe saying': I am innocent of the blood of this 
^* just person." J How far he might have been aft 
fefted by the distres9>bf bis wife, § who had suffered 
fiiany things itt' a di^artJ because of Christ, on the 

* / H 4 ^ very 
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v5eay day of our Satviour*s trials it. is impossibie fof 
us ta determine. His own fdeiipgs wpm suf&qic^ly^ 
distfessin^. Ifetr, with all tli^% ipipfessipi^s in |a^, 
vowc of Christ, no socMicr did he hear th$ insinua- 
tioti^ that he was not Cssar's friend^ than» intimi* 
dated by the menaces of the multitude, he ^cted 
against his own^conTiction, and ddiverpd pp. Jesus 
to be crucified. 

Thus, more thaai dommonly jattrested ill the fate 
<$f <SQT Savicmr;. be wa& surely ,not. pf^pQt^fn^inf 
all that afterwards befell the saOEve. ^ just FelsdU? 
Jknd, wh«n$QRKii(»afi o| having \^, s^ tb(^ i^fipfrf nt 
" blpod,^' ftnd more and mo|e» as his consacience re- 
^ proached him, imjHrest with thp idea of Christ's 
^' immaculajbe charaAer^ he yf^& informed that 
•5 that Jesus isJidm he .bad .cPttcrfied,*^ .wat arisen 
hmi the dead,: he must, one should imagine, have 
biden struck (for the moment at least) by the image 
ef ottr L6rd*s divinity,. «m4 have betcofne ^Ijaost 9 
Cfansti3nf ... 

' -Whrit, th^ik, ^vid bp moise nfit^ral,. tjuutjk, with 
fbese sentiments and feelings, to report the whole 
ttanaaction toTiberiusi and tp stafe every, parti- 
eiilar of Christ's fesurreftidn at wdl as crviqifijfipn? 

Of the crucifixion, Pilate wo^ild, f rom bi§ offi- 
cial charafter, hive sent notices to goyf^rn|Ben(» ast 
signing his' reasons for the; execution of thp crimi- 
nah but^ frohv his various ifepliugs^ hk prepossession 
ii^ favour of (phrist, his remorse pf conscience, and 
his cagerncssi prpbably; tb piake somte reparation 
for' so cruel a inprdcr, hf v^o^lIdttOfl fcave stopped 

• |ier?- 
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he§^ Pilate . would have represcttted Cbnst as the 
sad viftiip .of state oecessky; have described the 
cxtT^m^ikt^ty punty of his life aad convcrBatioo, 
have recurred to his niirad^> a^> closing the oatni* 
tion with an account of his j^esurreftioD^ have 
spoken of oAch sign4 * ificidept^ with gri^ and 
terror. 

: In all the liflg^ish of sqlf-accusation, Jodas Isca^ 
riot, went to the ^hief priest;s» and confessed that 
lie h^ betrayed the innocent blood. But, by tlus 
ncknowledgment of his guilt, be h^ not satisfied 
hb mind. ^^ He went and hanged himself." 

Whether Pilate, were thus open, in the confession 
of his iniquity, we are not sure: but he, too, was 
the author of his own death. It is, indeed, un^ 
commonly striking, that the betrayer and condenm- 
ing judge of our Lord should have perished, both, t- 
by suicide, 

11. If we have recourse to history, we shall be ena- 
bled, perhaps, to justify our suppositions by no 
unsatisfado^ proof. On a comparison of a passage 
in TertpUian with one in Justin Martyr, it should 
appear, that Pilate not only communicated the - 
death and resurrection of Christ, by an express to 
Tiberias, bpt that he recorded both among the 
g£ts of his government. 

With resped to the express, TertuUitn informs 
us^ " ^a omnia super Christo Pilatus et ipse jam 
^ pro sua conscientia Christianus, Csesari turn Ti« 
•* berio renunciavit," Apol. c 21. And such was 
(he cflFeft of this intelligence on the mind of Ti- 
berius, 
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berius, tfiat the same historikti says: ^ Tiberfus,' 
^ etgo, cuJQs temporfe nomert Christianutti in se- ' 
'* cuJam introivit; anmincmtum sibi ex Syria Palas- 
•* tizi^ qucB vcritatem illius (Christi) Diviriftatis re^ - 
*^ votaran, ^tulit ad Senatdmcum pretSgitivi saf-' 
** iifagii iSfli. c. 5." * Exwcbius relates this titciini' 
stance^ in his ecclesiastical history, (I. 2. c- 2:}- on" 
-tte,fltttK(»rtyof Tcrtulliaft, and refers it id -the &W 
year* of TiBcrius.- : ^ Hkto de Christiaftdrrffh dogi" 
*^iijate a^ Tibeitttm irefereiife, Tlbdrius ietjiitit-aa* 
•f^Smtam, \k inter catera' sacm'' ftct^cWr/;*^ 
That TeFtifHiaii waij wefl versed in thfc 'korhan Tiis*-' 
lCTy> aiKta writer "-©f'gpettt rejSutatioii, I need not 
jpcmack: and life lived in- tfie age sticeecding Christ/ 
It ifc inCokwivable, therefore, • that 'lie ctrald have^ 
asserted -^^h facts as the abovfe, in the fic^ of the* 
Romai>^)eopk,. arid- th^wJiote world, unless tfeey; 
tad been substantiated, beyond the possibility bf 

icfiitatJoR.: ' ' * 

- TIjdse'WeFe the very-fkcHrs, which induced hinl to 
embrace Ghrktianity .- • Though Pilate's express 
(published/ perhaps, in- the '^* Ada: dfurna,** or the 
ne^i^s^pers of ^"Rome^^ere '4ost among the news of 
the day, '-and were^ never accessible to TertuUiani 
yeC the circumstances of the Emperor's referring the 
question to the senate, ** whether Jesus 'Christ of 
^ Juiida.f^uld be admitted into the number of 

. ♦ Faere genuina acta Mati (says the commentate on lEuse- 
biijs) -^^\ qu^ provocabwntprioii, Christian!, j tebqtuaH ad*cciirs- 

rin:}a'^eiap|iurnenta.''^ . ^ ; . *■*•>/* 

^' the 
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^^ the Roman Divinities,'' is so singular and so mo- 
mentous, thut no: historian of credit would have 
venture^ to report it, unless he had been fully as- 
sured . of its autliority. If true, its publicity would 
have supported the historian in relating it. If 
felse, all Rot&e must have known it to be false: 
and all Rome would have resented so gross a fabri- 
cation — such 4 libel upon their gods. 

With rega<§i to the provincial record, there can 
hfi no doubt bat Pilate kept a journal of the Jew- 
ish affairs, in conformity to the custom of the go- 
yernors'of provinces, who preserved on public ta- 
bl^ the a6ts of their government. Among the afts 
of Pilate, was a memoir of our Blessed Saviour. 
This memoir, according to TertuUian and Jiistin 
Martyr^ w^s universally known. To this, the pri- 
mitive Christians appealed in their disputes with 
the Gentitesy ^ to- a document of general notoriety, 
and undoubted authority. It was this, that Justin 
Martyr .ui]ged, himself, as an evidence that Christ 
wrought miracles, and particularly that he raised 
the dead, in his Apology to the Roman Emperors : 

'f Kxt rocvTA en y^yoft, iwa^Bt fi^^w ix rvt iiri UQ*l^y TUt^th 71M7 

*^ JAIVUV ^KTUf /AxftllV fwXfX^l,** . ApOl. 2^ 

If thp ads of Pilate were not gefiuine, the most- 
enlightened Christians appealed to a supposititious 
record, and dared their enemies to contr^didl what 
their enemies would have instantly contradiAedj 
and ^ot, only contradifted, but proved to be noto- 
pously fr^lsc, ,with every expression *of triumphant 

exultation. 
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e^ultati{>ii. Yes! if thi k^fpcAv^e-ntildiindtd^ 
the R^iSaftnvernperora would, not have: f)ifes«d ift sP 
fence suthran insult ais a. refcreAfcd to a rtate-i>af>ef, 
*hicb. never existed, or was mistepreieAedci, ^r mis- 
taken..}! Surel;^ Julian would : have expd$ed stich an 
s^ppfesil, to/ridicule, if he hid not serirotisly fmaish- 
ed» the, appellant. Ent the appeal was- peipmUted,- 
on all hands, to take its natCKral' c6urte-^o confirnt 
the faith of 'Christians^ to dissipate t^ doutits of 
half-bdievAcs,iand-ta siledc^-th6 tteinours of the 
prejudiced and obstinates Pal^uiii 

; HI. Thexaj:tipfPitete,4hen, weregei^uifie. And 
to the external evideiKcs of* Chraitiartityy Pilate has 
C^Mitribut^ his share, by.afibTding us no equivo- 
cal testitpoijy ^c^ pijf Lord's {Cliracles^ a<td death 
apd re$urre^ion> It: was to ,tbcsc afts^ pijobabfy, 
that Tacitus kad afi fcyfe, when, be told, that 
** Christ, the founder of the Christiim rdi^on, 
^^ suffered death in, ^he r^ign of Tibefius, under 
^' his .procurators. Pontius Piiate.'**.'. ft seems, at 
. •. ^ ....ir..: ;^ ::: ,'^.*;r"- ;; i firstj 

». . • *. ' .' o; ' " v' ( ' ". 

* t sbaH quote, from this ^istdr|an, . the whole passage that 

relates to the Christians. " It is well known, tlipt Nero was SU87 

pected of having' set fire to Rom?. The hi^orian, commenting 

on tliis circumstance, tlfos ^Vbcfeeds : '^ Sed non ope ^umaha^ 

*** non largiti^fliW t>ritK)l{>ii, act De^m placa^entis^ decedebat 

'^ infamia^ ^im^ jusso^ {Dchpdiiim cvd^teinu > 'Jtrg<i^ aboleodo 

*[ rumori^ Nero subdidU reps, et jquaesltissimis poenis affecat, 

** qtios per flagitia iqvisos vulgus Cbristianos appellabat. Auc- 

*Mor n^ymlnis €^s Christtis, Tibetio imperitante, perprocura- 

** tortth Fontlnm Frfat^m supplicifi affeflus erat Repressatjue 

'';ip prd^ens esLida];)!^ supcr^titio: imsus erompebat^ nOD mode 

> «' pec 
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first, a matter of surprize, that so enlightened a 
mind, as that o£ Tacitus, was able to res*: satisfied 
with the mere historical record of the 6eath of 
Christ. The event must, in his apprehension, have 
been singular and striking: and the conduct <f the 
first Christians must have been equally extraordi- 
nary. Yet he looked with too much contempt on 
these humble men, to permit him to enquire into 
their real circumstances or dodtrines. And, w^ 
9hOyl4 remerfaber, that pagan {Ailosophy was as 
^dverss^ to the nam^ of Christ, as Jewish ignorance, 
r* The Jews required a sign, and the Greeks sought 
" after wisdom/V 

*' per Judaeam orlglnem ejus mali, sed per urbcm etiana, quo 
** cuii£ta undlquc atrocia ant pudenda confluunt, celebranturquCi 
^ Igitar, primo correpti qui fatebantur, deindc indicio eorum, 
•' multitudo logens^ baud perinde in crimine incpndii, quanot 
^ odio hum^m generis conjundi sunt. Et pereuntibiis addita 
, 7 ludihria, ut ferarum tergis conte^i> laniatu canum iotenrent^ 
** ant cnicibUs afiixi^ aut flammandi^ atque ubi defecisset dies, 
*' in usum noAurni luminis^ urerentur. Hortos suos ei spofta-a 
** culo Nero obtulerat, et Circense ludicrum edebat, habitu 
«' aurigae permintiis plebi, vcl circulo iiisis ens. Unde quam- 
f' quam adTersvis sontes et nonisima cxempla ttierit6f> miseratio 
'^oriebatur/ tamquam non iitilitate publico sc4 in saevitiaip 
*' unlus absumerentur.** Annal. lib. xv. b. 44. Tbat tb«^ Chris- 
tians deserved a very different charader appears from PlinjrV fa- 
mous Episdo to Trajan. lib, x, ep, 97. 
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HILST I venture to cherish the hope, that 
these Stridurcs may inspire with some reverence foi* 
sacred writ the young and unrefle<fkingi who pre- 
sume, in the confidence of their hearts, -to treat 
the charafters in the Gospel, as merely historical ; I 
still dread the influence of riches, rank and plea- 
sure, in smothering their ingenuousness, in clamp-* 
ing their religious ardour. 

I am fearful that he, who, like Zaccheus?, has ac- 
cumulated wealth by peculation, will scarcely imi- 
tate the publican in distributing half his money to 
the poor, for the love of Jesus. 1 am afraid, (hat 
if he momentarily give ear to the dodrines of 
Christ, like the young man, he will go away,' per- 
haps; sorrowful — yet never return ;to Jesus, with 
the Counsdlor bf Arimathea, anxious to be(;:orne 
his" disciple, and struggling to disengage himself 
from the world : or, if he go to his Lord, in private, 
with Joseph and Nicodemus, I suspeft he will / 
hardly keep pace in his religious progress with the 
counsellor or the ruler, and at length "confess 
" Christ before men!" 

The 
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The Christian monitor, however, must not aban- 
don his hopes of success, from the gloominess a£ 
the prospe<9:. His instru<9:ion may produce, in his 
hearers, efFedls of which themselves may be insensi- 
ble. Its operation on their minds, though silent, 
may be salutary. Though ^* the pride of life,'* 
may visibly predominate, yet faith may steal, lin- 
perceived, into the heart. The rose of pleasure^, 
however its blush allure the eye, soon passes away. 
Yet the stream, that glided at its root, still runs^ 
and nourishes the; tree, that is to live for ages- 
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